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2001 

Renewed 

By Cheryl Devall 

The first two thirds of 2001 
included more than enough to 
render this a memorable year. 

The most prominent African- 
American in the newspaper 
business made news by leaving 
his job. Jay Harris had 
presided during the techno¬ 
logy-driven boom that helped 
propel the San Jose Mercury 
News to flagship status in the 
Knight Ridder chain. But when 
the dot-com revolution faltered, 
so did the newspaper's profit 
margin; a Harris memo noted 
that February 2001 classified 
recruitment ad revenues had 
dropped $2.5 million com¬ 
pared to the previous February. 

Not long afterward Harris 
faced a cost-cutting ultimatum 
from Knight Ridder executives. 
He decided to resign as 
publisher rather than agree to 
the recommended layoffs. 

The cooling of the technology 
sector was only a taste of the 
economic bad news to come. 
While the Internet remains a 
useful tool, the thrill was gone 
for many people who'd spent 
big chunks of their precious 
free time exploring the Web. 
Online advertising, once hailed 
as a brave new medium, 
couldn't carry the necessary 
weight to support untold 
numbers of sites. 

Continued on page 2 
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Corporate demand for new 
hardware and software stalled 
as the broader economy 
softened. Not long after 


programmers and software 
designers took to the 
unemployment line, writers 
who chronicled the industry in 
print and cyberspace followed. 

Vanguard publications like 


. v . < 

BETTY WINSTON 



Must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have 
either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 

“Heartfelt and very personal, 
yet filled with depth. We 
don’t get to see writing like 
this much. A good read!” 

- Benjamin Franklin Awards 
judges, Publishers Marketing 
Association 

$14 August Press 

www.augustpress.net 

We accept 



The Industry Standard sank, 
suddenly and spectacularly, 
and hundreds of online outlets 
for "content providers" couldn't 
afford to hire journalists any 
more. 

Manufacturing, finance and 
retail weakened in turn, and the 
employment picture that had 
looked so robust mere months 
before faded to a whiter shade 
of pale. By midyear, major 
media companies including 
Knight Ridder, Tribune Co., 
ABC and CNN were reducing 
staff through buyouts, early 
retirement and layoffs. 

At the same time, an African- 
American managing editor took 
over for the first time at the 
nation's pre-eminent daily. 
Gerald Boyd of The New York 
Times won the job after help¬ 
ing to edit The Times ’ Pulitzer 
Prize-winning examination of 
race in America. 

In California rolling blackouts 
accompanied the warm days of 
spring, and state officials urged 
energy customers to conserve 
while raiding the state surplus 
to pay energy wholesalers top 
dollar. In Ohio a spate of 
encounters with police left too 
many black men dead and 
sparked rioting and several 
nights' curfew in Cincinnati. 

In Georgia and South 
Carolina, legislative and 
cultural battles raged over the 
unreconstructed presence of 
the Confederate battle flag over 
state capitols. 

In city after city, the release of 
the 2000 Census data revealed 
what open eyes and ears 
already knew: that white 
Americans are fast becoming a 
minority while Latinos are 
rapidly overtaking African- 
Americans in the ethnic 
numbers game. 

The fascinating variety of this 
mosaic, for the most part, was 
fragmented into ever smaller 
market niches on the nation's 
television screens, movie thea¬ 
ters, radios and music stores. 
Only the young, it seemed, 
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weren't surprised at Eminem's 
sweep of the rap category at the 
Grammy awards, or the 
nonchalant multiculturalism of 
"The Fast and the Furious;" 
and teen girls of every color 
cried over the early death of 
rising R&B star Aaliyah. 
Americans wallowed in the 
scandal of a missing intern and 
a California congressman, the 
marital mess in the New York 
mayor's mansion and the irony 
of staging the third installment 
of "Survivor" in Kenya - 
where most folks live every 
day on what they can harvest, 
hunt or find, without a million 
dollar prize in sight. 

Within the National Assoc- 
i iation of Black Journalists, the 
biennial election in August 
took a back seat to widely 
publicized concerns about the 
state of the organization's 
finances. 

The revelation that NABJ 
was running a $500,000 
deficit sparked a vigorous and 
unfinished discussion among 
members about what should 
be done. 

Looking through a new lens 

That's what people were 
talking about the first few 
days of September. Since the 
11th, eveiything that came 
before feels as if it happened 
in another century. 

Whether the hijackings and 
subsequent explosions at the 
World Trade Center and 
Pentagon were acts of war or 
large-scale crimes, whether the 
perpetrators were irrational 
evildoers or rebels with a 
fatally misunderstood cause, 
the vivid reality of it briefly 
united the States in a stunned 
response. 

Regardless of one's politics, 
Leonard Pitts' morning after 
column correctly gauged the 
national mood. Speaking to the 
as-yet-identified assailants, he 
wrote in the Miami Herald: 
"What was it you hoped to 

Continued on back page 











People 

Julia Clarke, ’91, gave us this 
update: “I'm hanging out in Addis 
Ababa, 100 kilometers (60 miles) 
from Nazaret where I live, for the 
weekend so I am able to check mail. 
I don't get to Addis often and we 
won't have access in Nazaret until 
January. Anyhow, I'm here in 
Ethiopia under the auspices of 
IFESH, International Foundation 
for Education and Self-Help. They 
support developing countries in 
Africa by providing them with 
teachers, bankers and health 
professionals. I'm teaching English 
to recent grade 12 graduates and 
doing teacher training at Adama 
Teachers' Training College, a two- 
year training institution. I'm here 
for a one-year stint.” . . . Lisa 
Cox, ’92, starts this month as an 
executive producer at the NBC 
owned and operated TV station in 
Birmingham, Ala. Cox was a 
producer at WTVJ-TV, the NBC O 
& O in Miami-Fort Lauderdale, Ha. 


Budget update 

Balance before 

July 2001 issue 

$56 

Revenues, 

June 16,2001 to 
December 15,2001 

998 

Subtotal 

1,054 

Expenses, printing 
and postage, July 
to December 2001 

1,002 

Balance before 

July issue 

$ 52 


Dot.com content providers come 
and go, magazines and journals come 
and go, but our newsletter marches 
on, every month since July 1980. 

We have absorbed several postal 
rate increases yet have not raised the 
low subscription price. 

Lately, we’ve been reminding 
readers to renew or start subscribing. 
We have had to delay copies to tardy 
and non-paying readers. 

Help us grow and give you more! 

- Wayne J. Dawkins 


. . . Michelle Phipps-Evans, 
’00, became editor of the 
Washington Afro-American 
newspaper, the 109-year-old paper 
published by the Afro-American Co. 
Before that Phipps-Evans was a 
magazine editor in New York. She 
moved to Washington last spring 
and started working at the Afro as a 
general assignment reporter, then 
assistant editor and now editor. 

. . . Since October, Doxie 
McCoy, ’78, has been working 
as communications director/press 
secretary for District of Columbia 
U.S. Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton. 
McCoy was a BET News/BET 
Tonight worker until July 13. 

. . . Dozens of well-known 
personalities in print, TV and radio 
tell a story from their first job in the 
media to author Garret Mathews for 
his new book “Past Deadlines, Past 
Lives” (Albion Press). Betty 



Winston Baye, ’80, of the 
Louisville Courier-Journal tells 
her story on page 59: “At least I 
didn’t have to move back into the 
housing projects.” The story is 
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about her first job offer out of J- 
school, why Baye rejected it, and 
why she took the second offer 
months later at the Mount Vernon, 
N.Y. Daily Argus. “Past Deadlines, 
Past Lives” is $18.95 and can be 
ordered by calling toll-free (888) 
405-2665 or e-mail 
gmathews@evansville.net. 

. .. Stephanie and James 
McBride, ’80, have a new son, 
Nash Watson McBride, bom Nov. 

15. Nash is their third child. The 
family lives in Carversville, Pa. 
near Trenton, N.J. . . . Donnette 
Dunbar, ’88, of the Financial 
Times wrote Dec. 7 about the 
season’s signature bag, a limited 
edition quadruple intrecciato leather 
weave shoulder bag by Bottega 
Veneta. a company recently acquired 
by Gucci Group. Read Dunbar’s 
fashion, lifestyle and travel stories 
at www.FT.com. 

... At the SeeingBlack.com web 
site, edited by Esther Iverem, 

’83, contributing writer Frank 
Dexter Brown, ’81, wrote a 
piece headlined “Education reform: A 
storm brewing?” Brown wrote Nov. 
30, “Even while President Bush has 
focused most of his attention on the 
‘War against terrorism,’ he has taken 
time to continue pushing what he’s 
called his main domestic policy 
agenda item - his so-called education 
reform plan - a plan that calls for 
drastic, unprecedented changes in the 
way the nations’ public school 
systems operate and educate 
children.” 

. . . Keith Rushing, ’90, 

justice team reporter with the Daily 
Press (Hampton Roads, Va.) was a 
presenter at a Tribune Co. news 
values seminar in which reporters, 
editors and photographers explained 
their work to managers and 
supervisors who work in advertising, 
circulation, production and 
marketing. 


THANK YOU, December 
new and renewing subscri¬ 
bers from Los Angeles [3] 
and Chicago; 
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teach us? It occurs to me that 
maybe you just wanted us to 
know the depths of your 
hatred. 

“If that's the case, consider 
the message received. 

“And take this message in 
exchange: You don't know my 
people. 

“You don't know what we're 
capable of. 

“You don't know what you 
just started. 

"But you're about to learn." 
The column struck a nerve, 
ricocheting through cyberspace 
as friends passed it among one 
another and generating 21,000 
e-mail responses week after it 
was published. 

Pitts, a 25-year veteran 
journalist, spoke later about his 
mixed feelings about its popu¬ 
larity. "I would rather not have 
touched everybody if this was 
the cost," he told an Associated 
Press reporter. "I wish I hadn't 
had to write it." 

In the days and months that 
have followed, many black 
journalists have been similarly 
caught up in what could be the 
story of our times. 

In domestic and international 
postings we've documented the 
grim accounting of the dead 
and missing, the memorial 
services and tremendous 
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outpourings of charity, the 
necessary attention to regions 
and cultures most Americans 
had long ignored. 

Sometimes the stories we told 
were our own - of close calls 
with collapsing buildings or 
cross-country flights on the 
fateful day, or our experiences 
as Muslim Americans or, in a 
perverse irony, on the opposite 
end of the racial profiling 
discussion that we'd only 
recently moved from our 
dinner tables into the public 
consciousness. 

With other journalists, and 
other Americans, we debated 
whether to fly or wear the flag 
and whether to protest or 
applaud the in-your : face 
militancy of Aaron McGruder, 
whose hip-hop inflected 
"Boondocks" cartoon strip 
showed no mercy toward the 
pious national mood. 
McGruder, whose work had 
already outraged fans of milder 
strips in the two years before 
September 11, had them 
howling in indignation as his 
character Huey relentlessly 
skewered the motives of 
President Bush. The cartoonist 
didn't back down from parody¬ 
ing the many newspapers that 
pulled the strip in response - 
his "Flagee and Ribbon" 
strips (available at 
www .ucomics.com/boondocks) 
became the cartoon on the 
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refrigerator for those who'd 
feared irony was another victim 
of the attacks. 

Moving forward and backward 

Ceaselessly in the last few 
months of this year. Secretary 
of State Colin Powell, National 
Security Advisor Condoleeza 
Rice and other high-level 
policy makers have told us this 
is a new kind of war. As the 
shock of its beginning has 
given way to retaliatory carpet 
bombings, the tragedy of refu¬ 
gees in flight and the negoti¬ 
ations over what kinds of 
diplomacy and strategy will 
define the next phase, we will 
continue to monitor the dis¬ 
proportionate effects wars al¬ 
ways seem to have upon black 
people, including those whose 
needs and hopes always seem 
to move to the back burner in 
times of national crisis. 



Devall is a 1982 Columbia 
Journalism graduate and an 
editor with the public radio 
program “Marketplace. ” 
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J-school dean is 
leaving Columbia 


This is a condensed version of 
Tom Goldstein’s Jan. 24 memo to 
Columbia University Journalism 
faculty and staff: 

I count myself among the lucky 
to have spent five years in the most 
challenging and interesting job in 
journalism education. 

For many months, I have been 
planning to leave at the end of this 
term to rejoin my family in 
California. Now I make it official. 

Provost Jonathan Cole is now 
forming a search committee that 
will choose a new dean. 

The last five years have been busy 
ones, and I am pleased that all of us 
accomplished so much in that time. 
The many core programs of the 
school have remained strong, and 
we focused on advancing the 
educational mission of the school, 
solidifying its financial under¬ 
pinnings, and expanding its reach 
in promoting high journalism 
standards: 

• In the most significant change 
in the curriculum since 1935, the 


school year was extended to 10 
months. 

• The size of the full-time class 
shrank and the part-time class grew. 

• A tightly focused interdisci¬ 
plinary doctoral program in 
communications has now enrolled 
its fourth class. 

• More professors secured tenure 
(four) than during any comparable 
period in the history of the school. 

• The school was reaccredited in 
2001. "The strengths of the school 
are almost unimaginable," said the 
head of the site-visit team. 

• The school received more than $49 
million in grants and gifts, including 
nearly $15 million in endowment 
funding, from private sources. The 
school's endowment, aided by a 
generally robust stock market, 
stands at more than $84 million, 

up from $54 million five years ago. 

• Scholarship aid tripled, including 
greatly enhanced aid for international 
students as a result of a grant from 
the Scripps Howard Foundation and 

Continued on back page 


Literary awards 
for alumna 

The biography On Her Own 
Ground: The Life and Times of 
Madam C.J. Walker, by A'Lelia 
Bundles, J- '76, was named a 



The book that wrote Bundles’ 
about her great-great-grandmother 
also received the Association of 
Black Women Historian's 2001 
Letitia Woods Brown Prize for the 
Best Book on Black Women's 
History. 

Bundles returned to ABC News las 
April as director of talent 
development in Washington, D.C. 
and New York. 

For details about her tour to 
promote the recently released 
paperback edition of On Her Own 
Ground, visit 

www.madamcjwalker.com. 

Bundles is at work on a biography 
about A'Lelia Walker, her great¬ 
grandmother and a central figure of 
the Harlem Renaissance. 






Coming this month 

James McBride’s first novel, 
Miracle At St. Anna, has been 
called “A powerful and emotional 
novel” by Publisher’s Weekly. 

Set in Italy during World War II, it 
is the story of a Negro soldier in 
the 92nd all-black, segregated 
Buffalo Division, who befriends a 
6-year-old Italian boy who leads 
the soldier and his squad into the 
Serchio Valley and the site of a 
little known, tragic massacre. 

Based on a true story, Miracle 
At St. Anna will send your heart 
soaring. 

It is a hymn to the goodness of 
humanity and infinite possibilities 
that exist within the hearts of 
men and women. 

The 25-city tour and major 
media appearances will begin 
this month. 



FT Jthedickg oldensohn fund 

l* w 1 for journalists 


For 15 years the Dick 
Goldensohn Fund for 
Journalists has award grants to 
independent journalists to help 
them with their important work. 

Some grantees write for major 
publications, but can’t sell their 
editors on a long-term story 
until after it is written. 

Others write for the alternative 
press and work with publi¬ 
cations that can’t afford to pay 
for ambitious projects. 

The Goldensohn Fund pays 
for the time, research costs and 
travel expenses without which 
these important writers 
wouldn’t pen their stories. 

To apply for a grant or to 
make a tax-deductible 
contribution to the fund, 
write to: 

The Dick Goldensohn Fund, 
P.O. Box 20374, 

New York, NY 10009. 


BETTY WINSTON BAYE 



Must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have 
either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 


(212) 228-9070 
www.dickgoldensohn.org 

Jobline 

The St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch seeks an experienced 
writer to report on political, 
social and ecological aspects of 
our natural resources locally, 
regionally and beyond. 

Beat topics include lead 
mining, radioactive waste, 
chemical waste disposal, air 
quality, river and floodplain 
management, state forests, 
wildlife and endangered 


“Heartfelt and very personal, 
yet filled with depth. We 
don’t get to see writing like 
this much. A good read!” 

- Benjamin Franklin Awards 
judges, Publishers Marketing 
Association 

$14 August Press 
www.augustpress.net 


We accept 














species, drinking water and 
wetlands. Candidates must 
have the ability to develop and 
manage sources in Illinois and 
Missouri, as well as at a 
national level to get the 
stories first. 

If interested please send, a 
resume; at least eight clips 
showing your range of work; a 
short explanation of how you 
would approach the job and the 
names and telephone numbers 
of four references to Cynthia 
Todd, Director, Newsroom 
Recruitment, St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, 900 N. Tucker Blvd., 
St. Louis, MO 63101. Or e- 
mail her at: ctodd@post- 
dispatch.com. The application 
deadline is Feb. 7. 


People 

Newsday (Long Island, N.Y.) 
reporters Ron Howell, ’75, 
and Curtis L. Taylor wrote the 
Jan. 19 story about Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s plans to 
attend the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day celebration at the Rev. 
A1 Sharpton's Harlem 
headquarters. Bloomberg’s 
decision suggested he was 
different-iating himself on race 
from former Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani. Bloomberg spoke 
at a breakfast meeting with 
African-American journalists 
at Gracie Mansion. 

Marvin V. Greene, ‘86, of 


memorabilia online. Visit 
www.newsplace.com. 
Evette Postes, ’87, was 
named executive editor of 



Black Issues Book Review. In 
the January-February issue, 
she wrote the “Tribute” 
feature on Zora Neale 
Hurston. Porter was an editor 



NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 
OF BLACK 
JOURNALISTS 

Friday, February 15 is 
the deadline for 
workshop proposals 
for the 27th annual 
convention in Milwaukee, 
July 31-Aug. 4. Forms 
may be downloaded 
from www.nabj.org 

8701-A Adelphi Road 
Adelphi, MD 20783-1716 
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Baltimore is an independent 
writer and editor who also 
sells black Civil War 
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at Crain’s New York Business 
and before that, an editor at 
Essence and the Village Voice. 


THANK YOU, January 
new and renewing subscri¬ 
bers from Westchester, N.Y. 
[2]; Oakland, CA; South 
Jersey; Raleigh, N.C.; North 
Jersey; Washington, D.C. 

[2]; Northern VA; Baltimore; 
New York City [6]; Los 
Angeles, and Charleston, IL. 










J-School dean 

Continued 

the conversion of the Cabot Prize 
dinner into a fund-raiser for 
international student scholarships. 

• The Columbia Journalism Review 
received more than $2 million in 
new outside funding and is now 
published and edited by David 
Laventhol, former publisher of the 
Los Angeles Times. 

• A research affiliate, the Project for 
Excellence in Journalism, was 
established in Washington under the 
direction of Tom Rosenstiel (J-’80). 

• The "Let's Do It Better" program, 
honoring exemplary stories on race 
and ethnicity, was started. 

• Two floors of the journalism 
building were handsomely 
renovated, and a new library opened. 

• The Fred Friendly Seminars 
returned to the building. 

Journalism education, like 
journalism, is a vigorous, rapidly- 
changing field. I am proud that we 
as a school have been able to 
respond so nimbly and effectively 


to ever changing circumstances. I 
am certain that the pace of change 
will continue; as solid as the 
school's achievements have been in 
the last five years, even more 
unfinished business remains. 
Numerous new challenges await 
my successor who, I hope, will 
enjoy this job as much as I have. 



Hampton Roads Black 
Media Professionals 

Excel Awards 2002 

6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9 
TCC Performing Arts Center, 
Norfolk, VA. $40 per 
person advance; $45 at door. 
Call (757) 398-3152 or visit 
www.ticketmaster. com 


Emtowment update 

The drive to establish an en¬ 
dowed Black Alumni Network 
scholarship at Columbia 
University Graduate School of 
Journalism continues. 

When a minimum $25,000 is 
raised, that will be enough 
money to establish the endow¬ 
ment and generate annual 
scholarships. The scholarships 
will assist needy students. 

Help us reach the goal. Send 
your check to Columbia 
University Graduate School of 
Journalism. In the lower left 
comer, note that the gift is for 
the “Black Alumni Network 
scholarship.” 

Also, see if your employer 
has a matching gift program. 
Send gifts to the attention of: 

Erin McCarthy, 

Development Office, 

Columbia University 
School of Journalism, 

New York, NY 10027. 
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Alumni winners 
announced 

Marquita Pool-Eckert, ’69, 
senior producer for CBS 
News Sunday Morning, was 
named a winner of one of the 
Distinguished Alumni Awards 
at Columbia University 
Graduate School of 
Journalism. 

Pool-Eckert was selected 
Feb. 13 by the Alumni 
Association Executive 
Committee, said Edward 
Silberfarb, ’52, a committee 
member. 

The other 2002 winners are: 

• Mel Gussow, ’56, theater 
and arts writer for The New 
York Times-, 

• Fred Kempe,’77, editor 
and associate publisher, The 
Wall Street Journal, Europe 
and 

• Rena Pederson, ’70, vice 
president and editorial page 
editor, Dallas Morning News. 

The awards will be presented 
at the spring meeting in New 
York Friday evening, on 
April 26. 

For updates on the alumni 
weekend, visit 
www.jrn.columbia.edu 
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New book by ’84 alumna 
PEOPLE, page 3 


NABl chapter 
at Columbia 
l-school 

NEW YORK- A student 
chapter of the National 
Association of Black 
Journalists is based at 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism. 

NABJ certified this student 
| affiliate at its winter board 


meeting in late January. 
Columbia students established 
the group Nov. 16,2001 after 
months of discussion, said 
Crystal Howard, a student in 
the current class. 

She and her classmates felt 
the need to build a formal 
coalition that would serve black 
J-school students from year to 
year - a role, Howard added, 
that other organizations 
couldn’t maintain in the 
context of a one-year masters 
program. 

The officers, all members of 
the national organization are: 

• Crystal Howard, president 

• Christopher Lawton, vice 
president 

• Nicole O'Dell, treasurer 

• Shatikwa Brown, secretary 

• Traci Spencer, 
parliamentarian 

The adviser is Phyllis 
Garland, a tenured professor at 
the school. 

Scottie Williston, a visiting 
assistant professor, is an 
affiliate adviser. 

For information, e-mail 
Crystal Howard at 
cjh2001 @columbia.edu 


Jobline 

People 


(page 3) 








Coming this month 


James McBride’s first novel, 
Miracle At St. Anna, has been 
called “A powerful and emotional 
j novel” by Publisher’s Weekly. 

Set in Italy during World War II, it 
is the story of a Negro soldier in 
the 92nd all-black, segregated 
Buffalo Division, who befriends a 
6-year-old Italian boy who leads 
the soldier and his squad into the 
Serchio Valley and the site of a 
little known, tragic massacre. 
Based on a true story, Miracle 
At St. Anna will send your heart 
soaring. 

It is a hymn to the goodness of 
humanity and infinite possibilities 
that exist within the hearts of 
men and women. 

The 25-city tour and major 
media appearances will begin 
this month. 



Opinion 

writing 

seminar 

Nationally known columnists 
Les Payne ( Newsday , Long 
Island, N.Y.) and DeWayne 

Wickham (USA Today) serve 
as keynote speakers for the 
seventh annual Minority 
Writers Seminar, May 16-19 
in Nashville, Tenn. 

( The four-day workshop 
sponsored by the National 
Conference of Editorial 
Writers Foundation and the 
First Amendment Center at 
Vanderbilt University 
introduces experienced 
minority journalists to careers 
in opinion writing. Participants 
pay only their transportation 
expenses. 

Other seminar highlights 
include a discussion on the 
institutional voice of a 
newspaper/station, what 
editorial writers do and why, 
and how editorial positions are 
formed. Denton and Chuck 
Stokes, editorial/public affairs 
director for WXYZ-TV in 
Detroit, lead the sessions. 
Hands-on Workshops 
Friday and Saturday offer two 
mock editorial board meetings 
followed by writing sessions. 
At other times, a panel of 
minority opinion writers 
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discusses experiences in 
editorial writing. 

Past participants of the 
Minority Writers Seminar 
rave about the practical advice 
and valuable insights it 
provides. 



"Each year one or more 
graduates become ‘new’ 
opinion writers," said Tommy 
Denton, president of the 
NCEW Foundation. 
Enrollment is limited to 20, 
and applications must be 
received by April 4. 
Candidates may get an 
application from NCEWs 
web site www.ncew.org or 
by calling NCEW 
Headquarters 
at (301) 984-3015. 

Jobline 

The St. Petersburg Times, 
Florida's largest daily 
newspaper, is looking for a 
dynamic sports writer to 
cover youth sports, most 
notably high school. 

The Times is also interested 
in speaking with reporters for 
general assignment jobs. 
Applicants need three to five 
years' professional experience, 
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with clips that show their 
ability to handle news on 
deadline as well as profiles and 
bigger-picture stories that 
might arise from beat coverage. 

Contact deputy managing 
editor Rob Hooker c/o St. 
Petersburg Times, 490 1st Ave. 
South, St. Petersburg, FL 
33701. (800) 333-7505. 

People 

Janet McDonald, ’84, 

published Spellbound, a youth 
oriented book (Farrar Straus 
Giroux). Spellbound was 
named an American Library 
Association Best Book for 
Young Adults. 

Previously, McDonald wrote 
the memoir, Project Girl. 

Hit Time, a novel is now in 
book stores across the country. 
It's written by Yolanda Joe, 
’85, under the pen name 
Ardella Garland, in honor of 
her great-grandmother. 

This is the second book in 
her mystery series featuring 
Chicago television reporter 
Georgia Barnett. 

The story line is this: TV 
reporter Barnett makes a grim 
discovery: floating in Lake 
Michigan is the body of Fab 
Weaver, head of Hit Time 
Records, one of the most 
renowned and cutthroat 
companies on Chicago's 
Record Row. 

When suspicion falls on 
Jimmy Flamingo, a close 



Must read 

“A glowing, richly modulated 
voice belting up from some¬ 
where too many of us have 
either never been or are afraid 
to go. Anybody who thinks 
blackbirds don’t sing needs 
to buy this book.” 

- Gannett News Service 

“She’s an authentic voice of 
urban America - an uncom¬ 
promising champion of the 
downtrodden.” 

- DeWayne Wickham, 

BET Lead Story 

“Heartfelt and very personal, 
yet filled with depth. We 
don’t get to see writing like 
this much. A good read!” 

- Benjamin Franklin Awards 
judges, Publishers Marketing 
Association 

$14 August Press 

www.augustpress.net 
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SAfOY 

In the March Savoy magazine, 
Frank McCoy, ’86, wrote 
about 160 political players you 
should know in the new black 
political universe. 


family friend and 
luck blues guitarist, Georgia 
and her twin sister Peaches, 
nightclub owner and blues 
singer extraordinaire, quickly 
get on the case. Joe is doing 
book signings in these cities: 
Jacksonville, Fla., Washington, | 
D.C., Bowie, Md., Philadelphia,) 
Little Rock, Ark., Detroit and 
Chicago. 








Regional 

conferences 

Region VII 

Ark./La./Okla./T exas 
March 7-10 
Baton Rouge Marriott 
5500 Hilton Ave. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70808 
225-924-5000 
Contact: Cheryl Smith 
(PenOnFire@aol.com) 

| Visit the web page of the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Association 
of Black Journalists 
(www.dfwabc.org). 

Region III 

DeIjMd./Va7 

Washington,D.C. 

March 23 in Baltimore. Gwen 
Ifill (moderator, “Washington 


j Week in Review,” PBS) and 
DeWayne Wickham (USA 
Today and Gannett News 
Service) are invited and 
keynote speakers. Ifill will 
speak during the luncheon. 
Contact Barry Simms 
(bsimms@mindspring.com). 

Region IV 

Ala./Fla./Ga./Miss./ 

N.C./S.C. 

April 4-7 

Sheraton Birmingham 
2101 Richard Arrington Jr. 
Blvd. North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 

„ . t?--' 

Featuring: 

• Speakers billionaire 
businessman Donald Watkins, 
who aspires to be the first 
African-American owner of a 
baseball team, and Roy 
Johnson of Savoy Magazine 

• Breakfast with Black 
America.com’s Roland Martin 

• "Disappearing Acts," panel 
discussion about why blacks 
are leaving the newsroom 
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• Reception at the Civil Rights 
Institute 

• Coaching session and job fair 

• Gospel brunch 
Contact: Sheila Smoot 
(thesmoot@yahoo.com) 

Visit the Region IV's web page 
http://personal.bellsouth.net/lig/ 
m/w/mwoolfol/regional_confer 
ences.htm 

Region II 

N.Y./NJ7Pa. 

"The African-American Press" 
May 4, Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 
116th St. and Broadway, 

New York, NY 10027 
Contact: Sarah J. Glover 
(sglover@phillynews.com) 

Visit 

www.pabj.org/townhall.html 


THANK YOU, February 
new and renewing subscri¬ 
bers from Southfield, Mich; 
Washington, DC; Bronx, NY 
and Long Island, NY. 
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freedom's voices 

Black press anniversan 

"Freedom’s Voices: 
Celebrating 175 Years of the 
Black Press" will be held 1-5 
p.m. Saturday, May 4 at the 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism, 116th 
Street and Broadway, 

New York, N.Y. 

The program coincides with 
the National Association of 
Black Journalists Region II 
(New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania) Town Hall 
More regional 
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Phyllis Garland, journalism 
professor at Columbia and 
black press veteran who 
worked at the Pittsburgh 
Courier and later Ebony. 
Pre-registration is $25 for 
full and associate NABJ 
members, $ 15 for NABJ 
student members. Other 
attendees pay $35. The post¬ 
mark deadline is April 15. 

On site registration May 4 
will carry an additional cost. 
Contact: Sarah J. Glover 
(sglover@ phillynews.com) 
Also visit 

www.pabj.org/townhall.html to 
get updates on panelists, 
travel and other information. 


J-Alumni weekend in NYC 


The Columbia University 
Journalism Alumni weekend is 
Friday and Saturday April 26- 
27 in New York City. 

This is a reunion year for the 
classes of 1962, 1967, 1972, 
1977, 1982, 1987, 1992 and 
1997. To RSVP send an 
e-mail message to 
reunionweekend@jrn.columbia. 
edu 

Event highlights include: 

• The Spring Meeting and 
Alumni Awards, 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 26. 

The winners are Marquita 
Pool-Eckert, ’69, senior 
producer for CBS News 
Sunday Morning, Mel 
Gussow, ’56, theater and arts 
writer for The New York 
Times ; Fred Kempe,’77, editor 
and associate publisher. The 



Wall Street Journal, Europe 
and Rena Pederson, ’70, vice 
president and editorial page 
editor, Dallas Morning News. 

• Alumni Book Fair 2 to 8:30 
p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday. 

There will be 129 titles by 
alumni authors. 

Eight authors will be holding 
book signings 7 p.m. Friday 
and 11 a.m. Saturday. 

• Individual reunion classes 
will be holding dinners and 
parties. For information visit 
www.jrn.columbia.edu 

• Madeleine Kunin, J-’57, 
former governor of Vermont 
and U.S. ambassador to 
Switzerland, will speak at the 
Saturday reunion luncheon at 
12:30 p.m. 


The James K. Batten 
Awards & Symposium 
for Excellence in 
Civic Journalism 
Monday, April 22 
To attend: Call the 
Pew Center for 
Civic Journalism, 
202-331-3200, 
or send e-mail to 
news@pccj.org. 






Coming this month 


James McBride’s first novel, 
Miracle At St. Anna, has been 
called “A powerful and emotional 
novel” by Publisher’s Weekly. 

Set in Italy during World War II, it 
is the story of a Negro soldier in 
the 92nd all-black, segregated 
Buffalo Division, who befriends a 
6-year-old Italian boy who leads 
the soldier and his squad into the 
Serchio Valley and the site of a 
little known, tragic massacre. 
Based on a true story, Miracle 
At St. Anna will send your heart 
soaring. 

It is a hymn to the goodness of 
humanity and infinite possibilities 
that exist within the hearts of 
men and women. 

The 25-city tour and major 
media appearances will begin 
this month. 



Opinion writing 
seminar ths month 

Nationally known columnists Les 
Payne ( Newsday , Long Island, 
N.Y.) and DeWayne Wickham 
(USA Today) serve as keynote 
speakers for the seventh annual 
Minority Writers Seminar, 

May 16-19 in Nashville, Tenn. 

The four-day workshop sponsored 
by the National Conference of 
Editorial Writers Foundation and the 
First Amendment Center at 
Vanderbilt University introduces 
experienced minority journalists to 
careers in opinion writing. 
Participants pay only their 
transportation expenses. 


Other seminar highlights include 
a discussion on the institutional 
voice of a newspaper/station, what 
editorial writers do and why, and 
how editorial positions are formed. 
Tommy Denton, editorial page 
editor of the Roanoke Times, and 
Chuck Stokes, ’78, editorial 
/public affairs director for WXYZ- 
TV in Detroit, lead the sessions. 

Hands-on Workshops Friday and 
Saturday offer two mock editorial 
board meetings followed by writing 
sessions. At other times, a panel of 
minority opinion writers discusses 
experiences in editorial writing. 

Past participants of the Minority 
Writers Seminar rave about the 
practical advice and valuable insights 
it provides. 
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"Each year one or more graduates 
become ‘new’ opinion writers," said 
Denton, president of the NCEW 
Foundation. 

Enrollment is limited to 20, and 
applications must be received by 
Monday, April 8. Candidates may 
get an application from NCEW's 
web site www.ncew.org or by 
calling NCEW Headquarters 
at (301) 984-3015. 

l-educadon award 

The National Conference of 
Editorial Writers annually grants a 
Barry Bingham Sr. Fellowship 
"in recognition of an educator's 
outstanding efforts to encourage 
minority students in the field of 
journalism." The educator should be 
at the college or university level. 
Since 2000, a $1,000 honorarium 
has been awarded the recipient, to be 
used to "further work in progress or 
begin a new project." Nominate the 
educator and provide letters of 
recommendation from others. The 
NCEW Foundation will make its 
decision at its April 19 meeting. 
For information, contact Richard 
Prince, diversity committee 
chairman of NCEW, e-mail: 
rprince@erols.com. 
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People 

A'Lelia Bundles, ’76, was 
honored by the Black Caucus 
of the American Library 
Association with a literary 
award. Bundles, director of 
talent development at ABC 
News, was a Nonfiction Honor 
Book winner for On Her Own 
Ground, her biography of her 
ancestor Madam C.J. Walker. 
... Wayne Dawkins , ’80, has 
two articles in the spring 
edition of The Media Journal: 
“Lisa Baird Spoke Truth to 
Power,” and “Churches 
Already Get Support for 
Secular Work.” The latter 
piece is one of five related 
columns by members of the 
William Monroe Trotter 
Group. The Journal is 
published by the Institute for 
Advanced Journalism Studies 
at Delaware State University. 




Jill Nelson 


... “The (Abner) Louima 
Decision: Is Punishment 
Possible for Police Brutality” 
was an essay written by Jill 
Nelson, ’80, last month in The 
Village VOICE. On Feb. 28 an 
appeals court overturned the 
convictions of several police 
officers involved in the torture 
and rape of a Haitian 
immigrant. Nelson wrote: 
“While the court’s decision 
shocked and disgusted many 
citizens into temporary silence 
and paralysis, the media spin 
mill immediately went into 
gear. Add to the profound chill 
the nausea evoked by the 
pseudo-informed pontificating 
of the punditry, a parade of 
non-lawyers busily pro¬ 
nouncing the decision ‘sound’ 
or questioning the veracity of 
the victim. As if somehow it 
was Abner Louima’s fault - 
aided and abetted by Rev. A1 
Sharpton - that he was raped 
twice, first by the coppers and 
then by the courts.” ... 
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Reginald Stuart, ’71, is a 
contributing writer with the 
Richmond (Va.) Free Press ... 
Betty Baye, ’80, gave a lecture 
on black images in the media to 
students at Kentucy Wesleyan 
University in Owensboro, Ky, 
on March 14. 

Endowment update 

So far, the drive to establish an 
endowed Black Alumni Network 
scholarship at Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 
inched 1 percent closer to the goal. , 
A $250 matching gift has raised 
total gifts to $3,700 from 15 
graduates and media foundation 
donors for nearly 15 percent of the 
goal. When a minimum $25,000 is 
raised, that will be enough money 
to establish the endowment and 
generate annual scholarships. The 
scholarships will assist needy 
students. 

Help us reach the goal. Send your 
check to Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. In 
the lower left comer, note that the 
gift is for the “Black Alumni 
Network scholarship.” Also, see if 
your employer has a matching gift 
program. Send gifts to the attention 
of Erin McCarthy, Development 
Office, Columbia University 
School of Journalism, NYC 10027. 


THANK YOU, March new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Detroit, Friendship, 
Md., University Park, Pa. 
and Somerville, Mass. 





fApp 

Spring regionals 

Region III 

Del., Md., Va. and 
Washington,D.C. 

Saturday, May 4 in Baltimore. 
Gwen Ifill (moderator, 
“Washington Week in 
Review,” PBS) and DeWayne 
Wickham (USA Today and 
Gannett News Service) are 
invited and keynote speakers. 
Ifill will speak during the 
luncheon. 

Contact Barry Simms 
(bsimms@mindspring.com). 


Region IV 

Ala., Fla.,Ga., Miss., N.C. 
and S.C., April 4-7 
Sheraton Birmingham, 2101 
Richard Arrington Jr. Blvd. 
North, Birmingham, AL 35203 


f Featuring: 

• Speakers billionaire 
businessman Donald Watkins, 
who aspires to be the first 
African-American owner of a 
baseball team, and Roy 
Johnson of Savoy Magazine 

• Breakfast with Black 
America.com's Roland Martin 

• "Disappearing Acts," panel 
discussion about why blacks 
are leaving the newsroom 

' • Reception at the Civil Rights 
Institute 

• Coaching session and job fair 

• Gospel brunch 
Contact: Sheila Smoot 
(thesmoot@yahoo.com) 

Visit the Region IV's web page 
http://personal.bellsouth.net/lig/ 
m/w/mwoolfol/regional_conferen 
ces.htm 

Report in news making 
little progress in 
reflecting minorities 

For the first time in five years, no 
black reporter was among the top 25 
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' on the network evening news pro¬ 
grams in 2001, as measured by the 
amount of stories they reported, 
according to a study released Feb.28. 

Byron Pitts of CBS and Pierre 
Thomas of ABC were tied for 28th 
place with 72 appearances on their 
news programs, said the study by the 
Center for Media and Public Affairs. 

Only one other black reporter, 
Randall Pinkston of CBS, was in 
the top 50, the center said. A year 
earlier, two black reporters made the 
top 10. 

Overall, the study found that the 
number of stories reported by all 
minorities and women were up 
slightly over 2000. Eighty-eight 
percent of the stories were reported 
by whites and 75 percent by men, 
the report said. 

The most visible network news 
reporter last year was John Roberts 
on CBS, who reported 177 stories. 
Robert Hager was the leader at NBC 
with 159 stories, followed by Terry 
Moran's 138 stories on ABC, the 
center said. 
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Cool’ journalism alumni award winner 

Pool-Eckert makes generous gift to scholarship fund 


By Wayne Dawkins 

NEW YORK - A handful of 
African-American journalism 
pioneers came out to support 
Columbia University 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
winner Marquita Pool-Eckert. 
Pool-Eckert, J-’69, senior 
producer of CBS News 
“Sunday Morning,” thanked 
those pioneers for being 
informal teachers 31 years ago 
when she was a student. 
Pool-Eckert also said thanks 
with her purse. She made two 
$500 gifts to the J-school. One 
of the gifts was to the Black 
Alumni Network scholarship 
fund, an idea that was hatched 
at a 1999 journalists 
convention. 

The pioneers who helped 
pack Low Memorial Library 
faculty room were: Nancy 
Hicks Maynard, journalist and 
widow of Robert C. Maynard; 
Ed Bradley, CBS “60 
Minutes” co-anchor; C. 

Gerald Fraser, retired 
journalist; Earl Caldwell, 
journalist and defendant in a 
famous press freedom case, 
and Randall Pinkston, CBS 
News correspondent and 
Columbia University Summer 
Program for Minority 
Journalists alumnus. 

“Marquita Cool,” was how 
CBS “Sunday Morning” host 
Charles Osgood introduced the 
award winner. Osgood also 
told about 200 people that 
Pool-Eckert is “the steadiest, 
nicest, sweetest person I 
know.” He testified to Pool- 
Eckert’s cool during tense, 
deadline moments. 



Marquita Pool-Eckert 

When it was Pool-Eckert’s 
turn to speak, she said she was 
anything but cool when her 
first field reporting assignment 
at Columbia was to go to 
Brooklyn to cover the 
September 1968 Ocean Hill- 
Brownsville public school 
conflict That clash between 
black activists and the 
predominantly white teachers 
union resulted in a lengthy 
shutdown of city public 
schools. 

Pool-Eckert said she was 
waiting at Board of Education 
headquarters to interview an 
official. Then Nancy Hicks, “a 
whirlwind of energy,” Pool- 
Eckert explained, walked in and 
asked a handful of direct 
questions, got her answers and 
walked out. Pool-Eckert 
observed and decided to stop 
waiting and follow Hicks, who 
was headed to Ocean Hill- 
Brownsville, the scene of the 
conflict. 

When Pool-Eckert got to the 
neighborhood, she met two 
other “guys” (her word) 
covering the story; Bradley, 


then a WCBS Radio reporter, 
and Fraser, a New York Times 
reporter. 

Said Pool-Eckert, ‘They 
shared information and 
extended a hand of friendship 
like I was a colleague.” 

In recalling Bradley and 
Fraser’s professional 
generosity, Pool-Eckert told the 
audience, “I don’t think I ever 
thanked them publicly. She 
[ then asked J-school Dean Tom 
Goldstein to stand and accept 
j two checks, one to the Class of 
1969 Fund in memory of Lynn 
Pear and a second gift to the 
Black Alumni Network 
scholarship, intended to be 
I “gap funding” or emergency 
student aid. The goal is to raise 
$25,000, the endowment 
minimum, before scholarships 
endowed are dispensed. 

Pool-Eckert’s gift raised the 
total to $4,200, or 17 percent of 
the goal. 

Pool-Eckert has been senior 
producer of “Sunday 
j Morning” since 1990. Before 
! that she was a producer of 
domestic and foreign news for 
The CBS Evening News with 
Dan Rather. Pool-Eckert has 
won numerous Emmy and 
other awards. 

j Pool-Eckert was among four 
Distinguished Alumni winners 
April 26. The others were Mel 
Gussow, ‘64, culture writer 
| with The New York Times; 
Frederick Kempe, ‘77, editor 
and associate publisher. The 
Wall Street Journal Europe, 
and Rena Pederson, ‘70, 
editorial page editor and vice 

president of The Dallas _ 

Morning News. 







Five years later 

Alumni review careers 

By Deborah S. Creighton 

Columbia isn't cheap, and for 
many of the 70 prospective 
students at the "Five Years Out 
of School" panel this was an 
overriding concern. 

"Look at it as an investment," 
said Jim Rosenberg, acting 
news director at WAMU, a 
public radio station in 
Washington DC, responding to 
a class of 2003 question. No, 
the J-School isn't cheap, but it 
is an investment in your future 
and only you can decide 
whether it's worth it. 

From debt to jobs to 
networking to choosing the 
right professors, the seven 
panelists and the many Class 
of 1997 alums in the audience 
explained what it was they as 
individuals brought to the J- 
School, how they used what 
they learned from the program 
and what to expect five years 
later. 

Tami Luhby, now a reporter 
at News day, discussed her 
Columbia investment. After 
working many years at small- 
and mid-sized papers she went 
to the j-school to study New 
Media. 

She didn't pursue that track, 
but stayed in print. If not for 
the J-School, Luhby said, she 
wouldn't be where she is now. 
What she learned in the 
program and how she put it to 
use helped her land at a 
newspaper in a major market 

A striking difference in the 
incoming class that was 
represented that sunny 
Saturday and of the Class of 
1997 was there was only one 
person interested in New 
Media; newspaper and 
broadcast - both radio and 
television - were concen¬ 
trations that were well 
represented. 

Another difference is the 
economy. In 1997 media 
companies were seemingly 
tossing jobs at students. The 


dot-com bubble was soft and 
cushy and people were happy. 

Now there are signs the 
economy is picking up, but it is 
nowhere near the levels of 
1997. A concern was will there 
be jobs in 2003. 

Students were reminded that 
most of the J-School's 
professors are working 
journalists who have friends 
and colleagues who hire 
journalists. (And classmates 
also become editors who need 
free-lance writers.) 

Arik Hessadahl, a reporter for 
Forbes.com who'd also done 
the New Media program, 
stressed that with only two 
chances to take professors you 
want, that it's better to choose 
the professor and not 
necessarily the subject. 

Judith Christ helped one 
classmate get a job with Time 


Reunion diary 

They came from Mexico, 
Louisiana, Australia and the 
East Village to see each other 
after five short years. 

Where did the time go? Had 
it really been that long, we 
wondered, since we spent too 
many sleepless nights in the 



- Deborah S. Creighton 


eighth-floor computer lab? Or 
compared 1-inch high, bold 
red-penciled words that let us 
know in no uncertain terms that 
our work was rubbish? 

Oh, the joy of RW1. 

This year was my five-year 
reunion and I got to see and 
talk to people I hadn't seen 
since May 1997 when we 
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Inc. right after school, and he's 
still there. Another took Sam 
Freedman's book writing 
j course and recently had his 
I book published. 

Of course it's about learning, 
but it would be naive to think it 
isn't also about career 
acceleration, which is why you 
go to the J-School. 

Eveiyone had different 
experiences at Columbia, but 
the overwhelming consensus 
was sure, I sacrificed a lot of 
time and money, but the payoff 
is worth every penny. 

The loans will get paid off, 
you will get to sleep more than 
five hours a night and you'll 
hopefully get the job you want 
- or put you on the path to 
getting there. 

- Creighton, J- ’97, is an online 
editor for the Wall Street Journal 
Online. She was a member of the 
panel. 


walked away from the 
Jefferson statue and Dean 
Padwe ready to turn journalism 
on its head. I also saw friends I 
talk to every week or so, and 
people, who like me, turn up at 
as many Columbia events as 
possible because we still live in 
the area. 

This was my fourth reunion 
weekend since I graduated. I 
like to attend to meet new 
students, especially black 
students. (The enticement of a 
catered meal and free drinks 
doesn't hurt, either.) 

The turnout was tremendous 
for our class. After the cocktail 
reception at Low Library, our 
class went to Fez for drinks 
and dinner. About 40-50 
people hung out, many staying 
until early a.m. despite having 
flown in from the West Coast 
and Europe that morning. 

Saturday afternoon I sat on a 
panel for prospective students 
on what to expect five-years 
out of J-School (see related 
story on page 2) and later there 
was another dinner and a party 
at a classmate's apartment. 

More catching up, a few raised 
Continued on back page 



Jobline 

The Kansas City Star (Knight 
Ridder) has several immediate 
openings for staff photographers. 
Candidates should have a four-year 
college degree or equivalent 
experience, at least 5 years of daily 
newspaper photojournalism 
experience, be proficient with Adobe 
Photoshop and a strong portfolio in 
news, features, picture stories and 
sports photography. The Star staff is 
fully digital, so digital experience 
would be preferred. 

The Kansas City Star is located in 
Kansas City, Mo., on the border of 
Kansas and Missouri. Our 
circulation is 280,000 daily, 

400,000 Sunday. 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning 
newsroom boasts a writing coach, 
photo coach and continuing 
education through newsroom 
workshops. Find us on the web at 
www.kansascity.com. 

The 11-county metro population is 
nearly one million, and is 
multicultural - with 12 percent 
black, 7 percent (and growing) 
Hispanic and 5 percent (and growing) 
Asian and Native American. We 
have a low cost of living, major 
industry and finance. The city has 
rolling hills, wide boulevards and 
beautiful fountains on many street 
comers. Interested candidates should 
send a portfolio ( slides or CDs in 
Mac or IBM format), cover letter and 
resume to: Steve Gonzales, assistant 
managing editor/photography, 

The Kansas City Star, 1729 Grand 
Blvd., Kansas City, Mo., 64108 

National Public Radio seeks an 
Africa correspondent. Required: 
Develops ideas/proposals for reports 
and programs about Africa; gathers 
information and materials for reports 
and programs; prepares, presents and 
transmits reports and program 
segments from abroad. Bachelor's 
degree or equivalent combination of 
education and experience. At least 
six years broadcast experience, 
including foreign reporting and radio 
production issues; demonstrated 
expertise in all aspects of radio 
journalism - reporting, voicing, 
editing, producing full radio pieces. 


use of microphones, recorders, 
computers and telecommunication 
transmissions via ISDN 
lines, satellite phones and/or 
Internet; expertise in the execution 
of sophisticated radio broadcast 
journalism, such as long-form 
features and documentaries; proven 
understanding of complex foreign 
policy issues and ability to articulate 
foreign policy issues in a 
professional and objective manner; 
experience traveling and working in 
foreign countries; ability to work 
quickly and efficiently under deadline 
pressure and proven ability to 

consistently work well with others. 
Send cover letter and resume, 
identifying position by number and 
title [Africa Correspondent - 
#JJ855], to: NPR; Human 
Resources Dept.; 635 Massachusetts 
Ave. NW; Washington DC 20001- 
3753; Fax - 202-513-3047; 
e-mail - employment@npr.org. 

Assistant Metro Editor - An 

experienced group of reporters at the 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel (Fort 
Lauderdale) need a new editor. This 
editor will have a hand in the 
biggest, most competitive stories 
that hit our region. Most recently, 
this editor helped direct our coverage 
of the Bush/Gore ballot battle, the 
South Florida terrorist connections 
and Anthrax cases in our area. This 
editor must be experienced and 
sophisticated and comfortable with 
breaking news and enterprise. For 
more details, see 
http://southflorida.sun- 
sentinel.com/opportunities/. 

To apply send a letter of interest and 
resume to kpellegrino@sun- 
sentinel.com. 
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People 

Cheryl Devall, ’82, of 
"Marketplace" (public radio) 
reported a five-part series 
examining the unfinished 
business of the 1992 Los 


Angeles riots. The series ran 
April 23-29 and can be read 



online atwww.marketplace.org. 

“It's a story that's haunted me 
for 10 years, and it continues to 
affect the neighborhood in 
which I live today,” said 
Devall.... Sheryl Huggins, 
’91, editor of NiaOnline told 
us that he Nia Enterprises 2002 
Leadership Summit May 19-21 
at the Kellogg School of 
Management, Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Ill.,will 
bring together African- 
American women leaders of 
corporations, national 
organizations, and civic groups. 
For interviews call Huggins, 
(312) 214-3571 or send e-mail 
to summit@niaonline.com. 


BETTY WINSTON BAYE 


$14 August Press 

www.augustpress.net 


THANK YOU, April new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Detroit, New York, N.Y. 
[2], Jacksonsville, Fla., 
Westampton, N.J., Oakland, 
Calif, and Virginia Beach, Va. 
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Region 4 conference mired in controversy 


'- - -h 

By Lisa Diane Cox 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - 
NABJ'S Region IV held its 
conference here April 4 to 7. 

Now, as a longtime NABJ 
member, I have been attended 
several regionals, but never 
have I been to one with so 
much drama going on! 

First, the good stuff. The 
regional was very profitable. 
Conference chairwoman Ronda 
Robinson says over $50,000 
was raised. The attendance 
estimate was approximately 
170 registrants. 

Attendees were treated to a 
host of informative profes¬ 
sional development workshops. 

Here's a taste: Crossing Over: 
Changing Professions Mid- 
Career; How to Tell A Story 
Through Pictures; Merging 
into Management, and Getting 
That First Job, and New 
Media: Getting Online. 

Even the luncheons and 
plenaries about race and the 
dying faces of color in our 
nation's newsroom inspired 
and boasted an impressive roll 
call: Billionaire businessman, 
Alabamian, and hopefully soon 
to be first black owner of a 
major league baseball team 
Donald Watkins; NABJ's own 
Roy Johnson, the editor-in- 
chief of Savoy magazine, who 


shared his eight insightful, and 
user-friendly tips for success; 
Black America.Com editor and 
Savoy contributor, Roland 
Martin; and BET Nightly 
News' Jaque Reid, who 

delighted the crowd at the 
historic Birmingham Civil 
Rights Institute. 

But all of that climaxed in a 
tumultuous regional business 
meeting dominated by what 
some characterize as a personal 
battle between Region IV 
Director Shelia Smoot, and the 
board, more pointedly, NABJ 
President Condace Pressley. 

It appears Smoot's position as 
regional director was in quest¬ 
ion given two factors: she is no 
longer working for the local 
Fox station (Smoot was let go) 
and conducts free-lance work; 
and she's now a candidate for a 
county commission seat, which, 
by the way, many members 
first learned from Alabama's 
Democratic governor, during 
an address to the conference 
participants. 

The announcement sent shock 
waves through the crowd. 

Why did the region have to 
hear about Smoot's candidacy 
from the Governor of 
Alabama? Can she still be 
regional director? 


Is Smoot still pulling in a 
majority of her income from 
journalism work? 

Is it written anywhere in the 
NABJ constitution and bylaws 
that you can't be an officer and 
run for political office? 

- Cox, J- ’92, is a br oadcast 
journalist in Birmingham, Ala. 

Diary/ Continued 

voices and many spilled drinks. 

Since I'd been battling strep throat 
for two weeks I wasn't sure how 
many activities I'd be able to attend. 

I also thought I was going to be 
tired of seeing the same faces for 
three days straight. But after forcing 
myself out of bed each day I was 
glad I did everything I did. 

Sunday was RWl-brunch day. It 
was time to talk about what bonded 
us - see "red-pencil" comments 
above - and where we've been up to. 
Rachel is married and an editor in 
upstate New York, Wyatt, originally 
from Minnesota, is living it up in 
Fort Lauderdale, Zlati is in Phila¬ 
delphia, David in D.C., Barry is in 
New Jersey and liana is in New 
York. And that was just who was at 
the brunch. 

I heard about weddings, children, 
screenwriting projects, frustrations 
with work - and the lack thereof. I 
gave and received many hugs and 
made promises to keep in touch. 
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Freedom's Voices uncovers 
our roots and more 


Malveaux joins CNN 
as White House 
correspondent 

Suzanne Malveaux, J-’91, is 
CNN's newest White House 
- correspondent. Malveaux 
comes to 
the network 
from NBC 
News, where 
she worked 
for six years 
as a Wash¬ 
ington corres¬ 
pondent, and 
most recently 
in Chicago. 

She joins 
Kelly Wallace 
and senior 
correspondent 
John King in CNN's White 
House unit, where she will 
cover the president and 
administration both in 
Washington and on the road. 
"Suzanne's expertise, ^ 

credentials and knowledge of 
Washington — combined with 
her international experience - 
make her a rare find," said 
Kathryn Kross, CNN's vice 
president and Washington, 
D.C., bureau chief. "She's an 
outstanding addition to CNN's 
first-rate White House team." 

At NBC News, Malveaux's 
highlights included Pentagon 
war coverage as well as 
coverage of the Clinton White 
House, the 2000 presidential 
election and the Elian Gonzalez 
controversy. 

From 1994-1997, Malveaux 
was a general assignment 
reporter for WRC-TV in 
Washington, D.C. She has also 
reported for WFXT-TV in 
Boston and New England 
Cable News. She also pro¬ 
duced independent documen¬ 
taries that aired in the United 
States, Middle East and Africa. 
"I'm honored to join the CNN 
I team covering the White 
| House, especially at this 
| historic time," said Malveaux. 

| "I'm thrilled to be back in 
i Washington.” 
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By Wayne Dawkins 

The panel "Cut from the 
Same Cloth: Black Journalists 
in the Black Press and in the 
Mainstream Media" demon¬ 
strated that both groups 
grapple daily with similar 
issues. The issues include 
producing quality content, 
controlling costs and serving 
customers ever-changing 
needs. 

The panel was among three at 
the May 4 NABJ Region 2 

(NY, NJ, Pa.) symposium, 
"Freedom's Voices: 
Celebrating 175 Years of the 
Black Press." 

The "Cloth" panelists were 
Wayne Dawkins, Daily Press 
(Hampton Roads, Va.); Alfred 
Edmond, Black Enterprise; 
Cynthia Franklin, KIP 
Business Report; Walter T. 
Middlebrook, Newsday (Long 
Island, NY); Brother Eric Ture 
Muhammad, Final Call, and 
Kevin B. Richardson, 
Philadelphia Tribune. 

George E. Curry, editor of 
NNPA (Black Press of 
America) News Service, was 
moderator. He probed the 
panelists for direct answers. 
For example, what could be 
done to stop the anti¬ 
affirmative action attacks by 
conservative tanks, especially 
on newspaper opinion pages 
and in other media? A panelist 
recommended that consumers 
tell sponsors that they won't 
buy the products if ideological 
attacks continue. 

Other points made from the 
panel: 

• Black owned newspapers 
must show more unity in 
fighting racism by the larger 
society and do less internal 
fighting in competing for 
readers. 

• At a major metro newspaper, 
a lot of energy was invested in 
hiring and retaining 
experienced writers and editors 
of color, and in training the 
entire newsroom to be aware of 
what goes on in communities 
of color. 


• Yes, black journalists who 
have worked many years at 
mainstream mediums may 
seem to be toiling on "planta¬ 
tions," but a black-owned 
medium can seem like a 
"plantation" too, instead of 
utopia. 

About 100 people attended 
the symposium at Columbia 
University School of 
Journalism. The first panel, 
"Honoring Our Pioneers: 

Black Voices Write Freedom," 
featured James E. Booker, free¬ 
lance writer and p.r. consultant; 
Herb Boyd, Amsterdam 
News/The Black World Today; 
Phyl Garland, Columbia 
University J-school; and Hazel 

Continued on back page 

'90 alum guides 
Vibe to best 
magazine award 

The Ellie award, an Alexander 
Calder elephant stabile, is the 
magazine industry’s equivalent 
of the Oscar for “Best 
Picture.” Emil Wilbekin, 

’90, is the proud owner of an 
Ellie for guiding Vibe magazine 
to a National Magazine Award 
for general excellence for 
magazines of 500,000 to 1 
million circulation. 

The May 17 New York Times 
reported that Vibe is the first 
magazine with a primarily 
black readership - about 65 
percent - to win the Ellie in ” 
that category. 

In issues submitted for the 
award, topics included 
Southern rappers like Ludacris 
and Scarface, the late pop 
singer Aaliyah, and a discus¬ 
sion among five diverse 
thinkers about the impact of 
Sept. 11. 

After joining Vibe in 1993, 
Wilbekin rose through the 
ranks, editing fashion articles, 
and then moving up to editor. 










Jobline 

Stanford University's Department 
of Communication is looking for an 
accomplished journalist to teach and 
work with students in its Graduate 
Program in Journalism 
(http://journalism.stanford.edu). The 
Lokey Visiting Professor of 
Journalism will work full-time from 
early January 20CB until mid-June 
2003, or part-time throughout the 
2002-2003 academic year. 

Candidates should send a cover letter 
and resume (no e-mails, faxes, or 
phone calls) to Theodore L. Glasser, 
Graduate Program in Journalism, 
Department of Communication, 
Stanford University, Stanford, CA 
94305-2050. 

EUGENE G . 

Pulliam Editorial 

... The Society of Professional 
Journalists is accepting applications 
for the Eugene C. Pulliam 
Fellowship for Editorial 
Writing. The Pulliam Fellowship 
was established to enable an editorial 
writer at a U.S. newspaper to have 
time away from daily respons¬ 
ibilities for study and research. The 
$40,000 cash award allows Pulliam 
Editorial Fellows to take courses, 
pursue independent study, travel or 
take on any other endeavor that 
works to enrich his or her knowledge 
of a public interest issue. 

What the fellowship provides: 

The Pulliam Fellowship awards 
$40,000 to an outstanding editorial 
writer to help broaden his or her 
journalistic horizons and knowledge 
of the world. The annual award can 
be used to cover the cost of study, 
research and/or travel in any field. In 
some cases, the fellowship results in 
editorials and other writings, 
including books. 

To be eligible for a Pulliam 
fellowship, a candidate must: 

• Hold a position as a full-time 
editorial writer at a news publication 
located in the United States. 

• Have at least three years 
experience as an editorial writer. 
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• Demonstrate outstanding writing 
and analytical abilities. 

• Secure assurances by the editor 
that the applicant will be allowed 
sufficient time to pursue the 
fellowship without jeopardizing 
employment. (Fellows do not have 
to leave their jobs.) 

Application: The fellowship has no 
formal application form. Each 
applicant should submit the 
following materials: 

• A cover letter stating the purpose 
and nature of the proposed study, a 
time line for accomplishing the 
work, and a general plan for how 
the stipend will be used. 

• The editor's endorsement. 

• A one-page professional bio¬ 
graphy and summary of professional 
experience. 

• Five samples of editorials. 

Submit only by mail; no faxes. 

Materials will not be returned. 
Deadline: Applications must be 
postmarked on or before J u 1 y 8. 
Mail applications to: 

Pulliam Editorial Fellowship 
Eugene S. Pulliam National 
Journalism Center 3909 N. Meridian 
St. Indianapolis, IN 46208. 
Questions? Contact Bobby 
Deckard, Awards Coordinator, 
Society of Professional Journalists, 
317-927-8000 ext. 215; Fax: 317- 
920-4789 or e-mail awards@spj.org 

People 

Dorothy Gilliam, ’61, will 
be one of four distinguished 
journalists into the 
Washington, D.C., SPJ Pro 
Chapter Hall of Fame on June 
11. The other inductees are: 
Barry Schweid, The Associated 
Press; Sam Donaldson, ABC 
News; and James J. Kilpatrick, 
Universal Press Syndicate. 
Gilliam has worked for The 
Washington Post in several 
capacities since 1972, including 
columnist. She has served as 
president of the National 
Association of Black 
Journalists from 1993-95 and 
is the director of the Young 
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Journalists Development 
Program at The Post. 

Rob Parker, ’88, three times 
weekly sports 
columnist for 
the Detroit 
News, also 
joined UPN 
TV 50 and 
CBS TV 62 
to do twice 
weekly 

reports. Parker 
continues to 
co-host the 
radio show, 

“Sports night with Parker and 
the Man” on 97.1 FM Talk.... 
Frank D. Brown, ’81, who 
teaches journalism at Morgan 
State University, spoke at the 
Harvard Univer-sity School of 
Public Health and showed his 
documentary on environmental 
racism... Last month, E.R. 
Shipp, ’79, columns in the 
New York Daily News praised 
former president Jimmy Carter 
for seelang improved U.S.- 
Cuba relations and another 
column described the black 
descendants of the (Thomas) 
Jefferson family fighting for 
acceptance.... Esther Iverem, 
’83, did a bonus movie review 
of “Enough.” Read all about 
it on her arts and culture site, 
www. Seeing Black, com. 

Freedom’s voices 

Continued 

Trice Edney, NNPA 
Washington correspondent. 
The third panel, "Impact: The 
Black Voice in Modem 
Media," featured Karen E. 
Quinones Miller, Simon & 
Schuster; Anthony Paige, 
DUVA Boxing; Garry Pierre- 
Pierre, Haitian Times; Condace 
Pressley, WSB Radio, Atlanta; 
and Danya Steele, 
HarlemLive.org. 

THANK YOU, May new 
and renewing subscribers 
from New York, N.Y. [2]; 
Miami, Fla.and Alexandria, Va. 
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NABJ at Milwaukee 


Jav Harris 
among top 
candidates for 
Columbia 
j-schoolpost 

Jay T. Harris, former 
publisher of the San Jose - 
Mercury News, was reported to 
be one of three finalists in the 
search for a new dean of 
Columbia University Graduate 

School of Journalism. 

Harris is teaching at the 
University of California at 
Berkeley Graduate School of 
Journalism. 

Harris resigned from the 
Mercury News last year - 
March 2001 - in protest. He 
said parent company Knight 
Ridder demanded cutbacks that 
would have long-term effects 
on journalistic quality. 

Last month New York Daily 
News business columnist Paul 
Colford wrote that the 
Columbia J-school finalists 
were Harris, James Fallows, 
The Atlantic Monthly writer 
and former editor of U.S. 

News & World Report, and 
Alex Jones, director of the 
Shorenstein Center of the 
Press, Politics and Public 
Police at Harvard University 
and host of the PBS series 
“On the Media.” 

Colford wrote on June 11: A 
search committee led by 
Columbia provost Jonathan 
Cole was formed to screen 
candidates for the prestigious 
post after Tom Goldstein said 
in January he’ll step down 
June 30 to rejoin his family in 
California. 

Sources said 10 candidates 
sat for interviews with the 
committee, which called back 
five for further discussion. Of 
those five. Fallows, Harris and 
possibly Jones are expected to 
be recommended by Cole and 
the committee to Lee Bollinger, 
who became Columbia’s 
president on June 1, for his 
selection. 


Alumni, author and 

Columbia University 
Journalism alumni will hold 
its annual Black Alumni 
Network breakfast at the 
NABJ convention in 
Milwaukee 8 a.m., Saturday, 

Aug. 3. 

RSVP with Angela 
Chatman, ’77 

[AngChat51 @ aol .com]. 

Book on hats to 
become a play 

The stage adaptation of 
Crowns is slated for 
performances this fall at 
two venues: 

• McCarter Theatre in 
Princeton, N.J. 

• Second Stage Theatre 
in Manhattan. 

Crowns is adapted and 
directed by Regina Taylor 
("I'll Fly Away," and "Courage 
Under Fire"). Based on the 
book by Michael Cunningham 
and Craig Marberry, ’85. 
Original music by Daryl 
Waters. Choreography by 
Ronald K. Brown 
Crowns will run at the 
McCarter Theatre from 
Oct. 15 through Nov. 3. 

McCarter Theatre Center, 

91 University Place 
Princeton, New Jersey 
www.mccarter.org 
Group tickets: (609) 258- 
6526 Individual tickets go on 


Continued on back page 



publishing events 

A’Lelia Bundles, ’76, is 

coordinating the author’s 
showcase at the Milwaukee 
convention. There will be 
author signings, readings and 
discussions from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Thursday and 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Friday Aug. 1 and 2. 

Authors include Tina Ansa; 
Janet C. Bell; ReShonda Tate 
Billingsley; Ellis Cose; 

Deborah Mathis; Roland 
Martin; Karen Q. Miller; 
Thomas Oglesby; Lisa Frazier 
Page; Vince Sanders; Ron 
Thomas; Leon Wynter and 
Yolanda Young. 



A’Lelia Bundles, ’76 


For more information, visit 
nabj.org/authors showcase 

Wayne Dawkins, ’80, is 

coordinating the independent 
and self-publishing workshop. 
Hear experts share practical 
advice and success stories for 
aspiring authors and 
publishers. Panelists are Karen 
Quinones Miller, author of 
“Satin Doll” a best-selling 
self-published novel that was 
later sold to major publisher 
Simon & Schuster; Vince 
Sanders, an NABJ founder and 
author of “Can’t Get HERE 
from THERE,” a Print-on- 
Demand book; A’Lelia 
Bundles, author of “On Her 
Own Ground,” the Madam 
C.J. Walker biography, and 
Dawkins, who has published 
five books since 1992 with 
August Press. 

The workshop is scheduled 9 
to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 3. 
For information, call 800- 
268-4338 or e-mail 
wdawk69643@aol.com 








Budget update 

Balance before 

January 2002 issue $ 52 

Revenues, 

December 16,2001 to 


June 15, 2002 1,376 

Subtotal 1,428 

Expenses, printing 
and postage, January 
to June 2002 1,322 

Balance before 

July issue $ 106 


BY THE TIME you get this 
issue we will be hit with 
another postage increase; the 
price rises to 37 cents from 34 
cents June 30. That means our 
average monthly mailing cost 
will increase by at least $10.50. 

We have absorbed several 
postage increases over the 
years and yet have not raised 
the low subscription price. 

We’ll try to hold off on our 
own price hike a little longer, 
and will keep up our diligence 
in reminding readers to renew 
or start subscribing. 

To the dozens of you who 
have responded, thank you. 

Our newsletter marches on, 
every month since July 1980. 

Help us grow and give you 
more! - Wayne J. Dawkins 


THANK YOU, June new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Syracuse, N.Y.; 
Hempstead, N.Y.; Brooklyn, 
N.Y. and Washington, D.C.; 
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Jobline 

The Society of Professional 
Journalists is accepting applications 
for the Eugene C. Pulliam 
Fellowship for Editorial 
Writing. The Pulliam Fellowship 
was established to enable an editorial 
writer at a U.S. newspaper to have 
time away from daily respons¬ 
ibilities for study and research. The 
$40,000 cash award allows Pulliam 
Editorial Fellows to take courses, 
pursue independent study, travel or 
take on any other endeavor that 
works to enrich his or her knowledge 
of a public interest issue. 
Application: The fellowship has no 
formal application form. Each 
applicant should submit the 
following materials: 

• A cover letter stating the purpose 
and nature of the proposed study, a 
time line for accomplishing the 
work, and a general plan for how 

Crowns,’the play 

Continued 

through their web site. Single 
tickets for Second Stage will 
go on sale around Sept. 15. 

• • • 

See the June issue of Self 
Magazine (page 122) for a 
snapshot feature on Regina 
Taylor, in which she mentions 
the book and the play, 
sale Aug. 12. Call the 
McCarter Theatre Box Office 
at (609) 258-ARTS (2787) 

• • • 

The play opens at 
Manhattan’s Second Stage 
Theatre in November. 

Second Stage Theatre 
307 W. 43 Street (near 8th 
Avenue) New York, NY 
www.SecondStageTheatre.com 
For Group tickets contact: 
Caryl Goldsmith at (212) 889- 
4300. Visit Caryl Goldsmith 
online at TheatreParty.com 
Single tickets will be available 
at the Second Stage box office 
(212) 246-4422 and online 
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the stipend will be used. 

• The editor's endorsement. 

• A one-page professional bio¬ 
graphy and summary of professional 
experience. 

• Five samples of editorials. 
Deadline: Applications must be 
postmarked on or before J u 1 y 8 . 
Mail applications to: 

Pulliam Editorial Fellowship 
Eugene S. Pulliam National 
Journalism Center 3909 N. Meridian 
St. Indianapolis, IN 46208. 

Questions? Contact Bobby 
Deckard, Awards Coordinator, 
Society of Professional Journalists, 
317-927-8000 ext. 215; Fax: 317- 
920-4789 or e-mail awards@spj.org 


Visit August Press’ 
booth at the 

The 

Harlem 

Book 

Fair 


Sponsored by TALA 



The Africans Literature Archives 
and 

QBR The Black Book Review 


Saturday, July 20 at West 
135th Street and Malcolm 
X and Adam Clayton 
Powell boulevards, NYC. 

Publishers of 

• Blackbird, 

Betty Winston Baye 

• Sometimes You 
Get the Bear, 

Ban Holly 

Forthcoming in fall 2002: 
Out of My Mind, 

Elmer Smith 

www.augustpress.net 
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Columbia 
J-School 
dean search 
suspended 

The search for a new dean of 
Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism was 
suspended by Lee C. Bollinger, 
president of the university. 

Despite a star studded field 
of finalists for the top job, 
Bollinger gave this reason July 
24 for not making a hire: 

“There is a yawning gulf 
between the various visions of 
what a modem school of 
journalism ought to be, and it 
is unwise for the university to 
expect a new dean to lead us 
out of this conflict and into a 
new direction. 

“There ought to be a greater 
sense of shared understanding 
within the university of where 
we hope to go before we 
embrace a new dean.” 

The finalists were Jay T. 
Harris, former publisher of the 
San Jose Mercury News; 
James Fallows, The Atlantic 
Monthly national 

correspondent, and Alex Jones, 
director of the Shorenstein 
Center of the Press, Politics 
and Public Policy at Harvard 
University. 

Continued on back page 


Alumna wins 

Nieman 

fellowship 


Ann Simmons,’88, has won 
a Nieman Journalism Fellow¬ 
ship to study at Harvard this 
coming academic year. 

She has spent more than five 
years reporting on Africa for 
the Los Angeles Times. 

Simmons was 
initially based B.A.N. 

in Nairobi, People 

covering east, r 

central and west 
Africa. She is currently the 
newspaper’s Johannesburg 
Bureau Chief, covering 
southern Africa. 

Simmons said: “It’s been a 
great assignment — productive, 
challenging and rewarding. I 
leave the continent with a heavy 
heart, knowing that there are 


countless other compelling 
stories that I will not get the 
opportunity to tell and share 
with U.S. readers. 

“Nevertheless, I know that 
other new and exciting 
adventures await me. And I will 
be keeping up with events in 
Africa, since my main area of 
study will be examining the 
challenges to emerging 
democracies in the sub-Sahara 
as they navigate the 21st 
century.” 

Continued on back page 


CHECK THEM OUT: Author s 
Showcase, Aug. 1-2, 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., And publishing 
workshop 9 to 10:30 a.m. 


Aug 3atNABI-Mllwankee 


1-Alumni 

breakfast 

attheNABJ 

convention 

The Cafe 

Hilton hotel 

509 W. Wisconsin Ave. 

8 am Saturday, Aug. 3 

The informal breakfast has 
been a tradition for at least a 
dozen years, giving Columbia 
Journalism Alumni a chance to 
meet and update where they’ve 
been and what they’re doing. 
Alumni representatives will 
give an update on the Black 
Alumni Network scholarship. 
We are in the fifth year of 
raising $25,000 for an 
endowed scholarship to assist 
students. 

To RSVP, call 800.268.4338 
or send e-mail to 
Angela Chatman’77, at 
AngChat51 @aol.com 
You are responsible for 
covering your breakfast costs. 
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People 

Continued 

A'Lelia Perry Bundles,’76, 

and her biography, On Her 
Own Ground: The Life and 
Times of Madam C.J. Walker, 
are Hurston/Wright Legacy 
Awards nominees for 
nonfiction. The Washington 
Post reported July 20. The 
other nominees are: Michael 
Datcher, Raising Fences: A 
Black Man's Love Story; Paul 
Robeson Jr. The Undiscovered 
Paul Robeson; bell hooks, 
Salvation: Black People and 
Love; Dwight A. McBride, 

I Impossible Witnesses: Truth, 
Abolitionism and Slave 
\ Testimony, and Ken Wiwa, In 
j the Shadow of a Saint: A Son's 
Journey to Understand His 
Father's Legacy. 

The winner will be announced 
at an Oct. 5 awards ceremony. 

Wayne Dawkins, ‘80, of 

August Press was a vendor at 
the July 20 Harlem Book Fair 
on 135th Street. August Press’ 
10th anniversary is in October. 
Three of its first five authors 
are J-school alumni (Betty 
Winston Baye, ‘80, Dan 
Holly, ‘85, and Dawkins). The 
publisher’s sixth book, Out of 
My Mind, by Elmer Smith, is 
due in October.... Janies Earl 
Hardy, ‘90, was a celebrity 


author at the fair w ho read to a 
crowd. Robert Fleming, ‘81, 
author of The African 
American Writer's Handbook 
(One World), said hi before 
dashing indoors to serve as a 
workshop panelist. Yvette 
Porter, ‘87, executive editor of 
Black Issues Book Review, was 
on the scene, and Zack 
Dowdy, ‘92, of Newsday, 
stopped by after participating 
in a New York ABJ recognition 
brunch for teen-age journalists. 


The 
Harlem 

ook Sponsored by TALA 



H?e Africans Literature Archives 
and 

QBR The Black Book Review 


Search suspended 

Continued 

Harris, who teaches at the 
University of California at 
Berkeley Graduate School of 
Journalism, withdrew from the 
field last month, according to 
press reports. 

David Klatell was appointed 
acting dean. He succeeds Tom 
Goldstein, who served as dean 
from 1997 until June 30. 

In a message to alumni, 

Klatell said: 

“Many of you on the front 
lines, in newsrooms, in the field 
and on editorial boards are 
intimately aware of the issues 
that journalism faces today and 
we welcome your insight. 

For this reason we have 
created a response e-mail 
address at 


Also Ken Maurice Jones, 

‘81, who moved from 
Medford, L.I. to Harlem, 
stopped by and afterwards filed 
these observations: 

“You certainly were part of a 
historic afternoon. I ended up 
at a Country & Western 
barbecue in the New Harlem, 
around the block. The low 
point of this fest came when an 
over-the-top Valley Girl visitor 
did a freestyle called ‘White 
girl in Harlem.’ Gee, like Duke 
(Ellington) said: ‘Things ain't 
what they used to be.’” 


jschoolalumniresponse 

@columbia.edu 

so that your voice can be 
heard.” 

Alumni can also write to the 
acting dean at this address: 
dak25@columbia.edu 

THANK YOU, July new 
and renewing subscribers 
from New York, N.Y. [2]; 
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Washington, 
D.C., and San Francisco. 
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New direction 
for Columbia 
J-School? 

President’s statements 
disturb many alumni 

By Cheryl Devall 

In keeping with tradition, J- 
school alumni convened for 
breakfast on the Saturday of 
this year's NABJ convention in 
Milwaukee. Many thanks to 
Reginald Stuart, 71, of Knight 
Ridder, who picked up the bill 
for most who attended. 

For those with time to linger, 
the school's future became the 
topic of discussion. 

Career services coordinator 
Melanie Huff filled in those 
present on the response to the 
memo Columbia University 
president Lee Bollinger issued 
simultaneously to faculty , staff 
and alumni. 

Until that point, few at the J- 
school realized that neither 
James Fallows nor Alex Jones, 
both high-profile contenders 
for the J-school dean's job, 
would be chosen. (A third 
finalist, former San Jose 
Mercury News publisher Jay 
Harris, withdrew from consi¬ 
deration before the Bollinger 
memo; David Klatell has since 
stepped in as acting dean.) 

And, Huff said, nobody 
expected the university’s new 
president to re-examine the 
direction of the school. 

Bollinger has suggested that 
future J-school students learn 
Continued on back page 



Journalist of the year Byron 
Pitts. The CBS News corres¬ 
pondent reported from Ground 
Zero after the Sept. 11 World 
Trade Center attacks and also 
reported from Afghanistan. 



Lifetime Achievement winner 
Rober G. McGruder (1942- 
2002), executive editor of the 
Detroit Free Press and 
journalist for 39 years. 



Condace Pressley, 14th 
president of NABJ and its 
first radio news journalist 
[WSB, Atlanta]. 
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Writing 
in color 

Use ail 5 senses, expeits say 

By Keith Rushing 

African-American reporters 
at the New York Times spoke 
to a group of about 40 
journalists at the NABJ 
convention about ways to 
bring greater dimension to 
their work. 

The New YorkTimes- 
sponsored workshop was 
entitled: Writing in Color. 

"You can be a feature writer 
in everything you do," John 
Fountain, a New York Times 
national correspondent, told 

^ppoitiiiiaesln 
the Black Press, page 2 

the group. 7*7 L 

"You can bring color in your 
daily work," Fountain said. 

"It's about your approach." 
Fountain said when he covered 
the floods in Mississippi, he 
wrote a story almost daily for 
three weeks. He said he found 
that he was able to write about 
it differently each time. 

"It's about having an eye for 
detail." 

Fountain said he sometimes 
takes a snapshot of something 
he's writing about so he can 
look at it later and add 
additional description to a 
story. He said he also asks the 
photographer on an assignment 
if he can look at all his photos. 

Fountain uses a tape 
Continued on page 2 
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Opportunities 
in me Black Press 

By Keith Rushing 

There’s two things members 
of the Black Press gathered at 
the NABJ convention claimed 
to have that they say 
mainstream papers lack: 
Freedom and job satisfaction. 

The message was loud and 
clear at the convention 
workshop entitled: 
“Opportunities in the Black 
Press.” 

“The freedom and job 
satisfaction you can’t 
imagine,” said George Curry, 
editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers 
Association News Service. 

Curry, the former editor of 
Emerge magazine, said he’s 
hoping to re-launch the 
magazine by next summer. 

Curry said he’ll always have 
top black journalists writing for 
him because so many are 
disturbed by their lack of 
ability to make independent 
decisions at mainstream 
papers. 

“All of y’all are frustrated 
at white papers because they 
won’t let you write what you 
want." 

Curry, who has worked for 
both mainstream and black 
publications, said strengthening 
the black press is a “mission” 
for him. 

“I could always find other 
plantations,” he said. 

Roland S. Martin, news 
editor for Savoy magazine, said 
his freedom is worth more than 
money. 

“Would you rather make 
$65,000 and have to ask to go 
the NAACP and Urban League 
convention or make $40,000?” 
asked Martin. "I don’t want 
to have to ask. I’m going,” 
Martin said. 

Some in the audience com¬ 
plained that the poor presenta¬ 
tion and lack of editing at 
some black papers limits their 



George Curry 


viability. 

Curry said that many black 
editors and publishers would 
welcome assistance from black 


Writing in color 

Continued from front page 
“recorder, not as a substitute for 
note taking, but as a way of 
listening to sounds in the 
background, stuff that he may 
lose focus of when he's taking 
reams of notes. 

Longtime New York Times 
veteran Michel Marriott said 
that journalists are often told to 
avoid cliches when writing. 

But, Marriott said that 
sometimes a newspaper's 
approach to a story might be a 
cliche. Marriott talked about 
writing a story, early in his 
career, about a Boy Scout who 
was doing a project to become 
an Eagle Scout He said the 
Eagle Scout projects consisted 
of a day long task. Although 
reporters at the paper generally 
met the scout at the end of the 
day to find out what he did, 
Marriott decided to accompany 
the scout. 

"I made the walk with him 
and wrote what I thought was a 
better story," he said. 

Marriott stressed using all 
five senses when reporting. He 
suggested, when covering a 
fire, that you not only describe 
it visually but describe the 
crackling, the taste of the fire 
on your tongue. Use texture in 
your writing to describe how 
something feels. 


mainstream journalists if it 

were offered. 

Sakina Spruell, a senior 
editor at Black Enterprise 
magazine, said that black 
communications companies are 
profitable businesses despite 
the problems. She said several 
communications companies are 
in Black Enterprise’s list of the 
100 most profitable black 
businesses. 

Rushing, a 1990 Columbia 
Journalism graduate, is a 
reporter with the Daily Press 
in Newport News, Va. 

New Y ork Times business 
reporter Sherri Day said 
newsroom politics plays a role 
in getting good stories and 
ample time to work on them. 

"Story selection is key. And 
getting your editor excited 
about it." 

Day said when she was asked 
recently to write about a 280- 
point drop in the Dow, she 
visually described the Wall 
Street area for readers. She 
went down to Wall Street and 
described the volume of people 
getting off trains and the post- 
9711 requirement that people 
display badges to get into 
certain areas of the financial 
district. She described the 
columns on the New York 
Stock Exchange building and 
American flags that are now 
draped outside. 

"I used color to enliven the 
story," she added. 

Marriott said he believes it's 
more important than ever for 
print reporters to be visual and 
graphic in their writing given 
the stiff competition with 
television and cable news. 

"We all have a voice," said 
Fountain. "If everyone here 
was to speak we would all 
speak differently." 

Rushing, a 1990 Columbia 
Journalism graduate, is a reporter 
with the Daily Press in Newport 
News, Va. 















Inept debater 
spoiled 
Dubois event 

What nerve. Jesse Lee 
Peterson complained to the 
right wing media [including 
the Washington Times, 
Worldnet.com and Bill 
O’Reilly of Fox News] that 
he was booed and harassed 
by an NABJ audience because 
of his views. 

The truth W3yil6 

is Peterson DaWklllS 

defiled our Commentary 

showcase 

event, the W.E.B. DuBois 
debate. 

Some background: From 
1985 to 1998, the DuBois 
program was a lecture delivered 
by a top newsmaker. In 1999 
the format changed to debates. 
Peterson was supposed to 
argue against reparations for 
blacks. He refused to play. 
Instead, the clergyman from 
the Los Angeles-based 
Brotherhood Organization of 
New Destiny (BOND) insulted 
African-Americans in general. 
Peterson said: 

• Reparations were “evil” and 
blacks who sought them were 
immoral and lacked character. 

• “In 10 years, America would 
be a ghetto if white people said 
they would go back to Europe 
and leave America to blacks,” 
said Peterson. “As long as 
somebody is giving you some¬ 
thing you will not be the best.” 

• Instead of elaborating on why 
reparations were a bad idea, 
Peterson repeatedly told an au¬ 
dience of 300 to stop begging. 

Michael Eric Dyson, a 

previous DuBois lecturer, came 
prepared with a persuasive 
“pro” reparations argument. 

He said that reparations 
should not be checks cut to 
individuals but fund transfers 




Jesse Lee Peterson 



Michael 


to invest in education for 
blacks and to ease the eco¬ 
nomic trauma many citizens 
suffered in the 19th and 20th 
centuries because of American 
apartheid. 

Dyson also said that 
reparations granted to 
Japanese-American internees 
and Jewish holocaust survivors 
in recent years established a 
precedent for African-Amer¬ 
icans to pursue reparations. 

Dyson presented this point of 
view to a sympathetic audience. 
Nevertheless, journalists must 
be challenged; they need to 
hear the credible counter¬ 
arguments to ideas they 
embrace. 

Unfortunately, Peterson was 
not intellectually up to the task 
like conservative debaters I 
have witnessed at recent 
NABJ debates. 

In 1999, conservative Shelby 
Steele earned the respect and 
attention of an audience that 
clearly favored democratic 
socialist Cornel West. 

And in 2000 Republican Lt. 
Gov. Joe Rogers effectively 
debated the importance of 
blacks struggling to change the 
culture of the GOP during his 
debate with U.S. Rep. Jesse 
Jackson Jr., D-Ill. 
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Rogers’ views were different, 
yet a skeptical audience 
listened because he forced 
many people to think critically, 
the reason why several 
hundred people come to 
DuBois debates. 

And Peterson says we booed 
him last month? 

Who was the real boor? 

During the time for the 
audience to question the 
debaters, Peterson told 
Vernon Jarrett, 81, to “sit 
down old man,” as the dean 
of black journalists asked 
him a question. 

Jarrett, who knew DuBois, 
believes in the integrity of the 
event named for the intellectual. 
In 1995 when Johnnie Cochran 
was the lecturer, Jarrett stormed 
on stage and interrupted. 
Cochran was defending his 
client O.J. Simpson. Jarrett 
reminded the lawyer that he 
was there to give a public 
policy address to journalists, 
not pad his billable hours. 
NABJ DuBois lectures and 
debates have integrity that 
Peterson did not understand. 
Peterson was an inept debater 
who earned only our scorn. 
Instead of boos, Peterson’s 
performance deserved 
some precision-thrown 
ripe tomatoes. 

Dawkins, a 1980 Columbia 
Journalism graduate, is an 
associate editor with the Daily 
Press in Newport News, Va. 

THANK YOU, August new 
and renewing subscribers 
from Bakersfield, Calif.; 

New York, N.Y.; Baltimore; 
and Central Florida. 
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New direction? 

Continued from front page 

more than just the mechanics 
of reporting and writing; in 
memos and subsequent news 
articles the former University 
of Michigan president has 
recommended that Columbia's 
journalism program 
incorporate more courses in 
economics, law, history and 
other disciplines. 

"Lots and lots and lots of 
discussion" has ensued, Huff 
said, especially on alumni e- 
mail message boards. 

In those forums, some 
graduates have contended that 
Bollinger's very public 
assessment of the school has 
devalued their degrees. 

Black alums at NABJ were 
no less vocal. 

"I was shocked," said 
Wendell Edwards '97, a 
reporter for CBS affiliate 
KHOU in Houston. "I'd 
expected for someone to be 
named (dean) and the debate to 
be about him." 

He and others took issue 
with a Wall Street Journal 
column in which Tunku 
Varadarajan claimed to be 
mystified at the J-school's 
prestige. Varadarajan 
dismissed as "culturally 
irrelevant" the master's degree 
most students earn in a 10- 
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"It's the best at wltat It 
does right now. so let's not 
make {Columbia J-schoon 
mediocre at what it does," 

- Gayle Pollard Terry, 73 


month academic year. 

"That was vicious," said 
Addie Rimmer '78, deputy 
managing editor at the Detroit 
Free Press and a visiting 
faculty member at the school. 

Although the circumstances 
behind the discussion, the 
motives of Columbia's new 
president and even the quality 
of the candidates for J-school 
dean provoked some 
skepticism among alumni, 
some at the annual breakfast 
said they welcome the debate. 

"I didn't go to journalism 
school and felt I should not," 
said veteran New York 
Timesman C. Gerald Fraser, 
who's been an instructor and a 
fellow at the J-school. "But if 
one went, I thought Columbia 
was the one to go to. You 
worked hard, like at a 40-hour 
job. It was a good degree to 
have." 

That said, Fraser added, "I'm 
not unhappy they're going to 
look at it. It's excellent at what 
it does, and it's looking at how 


to make it better." 

Gayle Pollard Terry, 73 of 
the Los Angeles Times 
editorial board, echoed many 
alums' worry that Bollinger 
may impose a diffuse, 
theoretical mass communi¬ 
cations emphasis upon a 90- 
year-old institution renowned 
for its intensive, experience- 
based approach to the craft. 

"It's die best at what it does 
right now, so let's not make it 
mediocre at what it does," she 
said. 

Huff of the career services 
office referred alumni to the 
Chronicle of Higher Education 
(http://chronicle.com) for more 
coverage of the debate, and she 
encouraged them to participate 
in the discussion and to 
express their concerns to the 
school. 

Others are, she said. 

"They're calling, they're 
writing." 

The school has set up the 
following e-mail address for 
alumni to respond to the dean 
search/school direction 
situation: 

alumniresponse@jrn.columbia.edu. 

Devall, a 1982 Columbia 
Journalism graduate, is features 
editor for public radio's 
Marketplace. 

J-school web site: 
www.jrn.columbia.edu 
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Author and ‘writers editor,’ 31, 
dies accidently in Africa 


l-schoolat 

crossroads 

Great traditions 
we must uphold’ 

Interim Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 
Dean David Klatell wrote Sept. 
4 that Columbia President Lee 
Bollinger was assembling a 
task force that will review the 
J-school’s mission and 
curriculum. 

Bollinger was to visit the J- 
school twice in September, 
first to meet with faculty and 
senior administrators, and later 
to meet with the school’s 
board of visitors. 

Teaching and learning within 
the J-school walls goes on 
unabated, wrote Klatell. Sept. 
30 marked the 90th anniversary 
of the first journalism class 
held at Columbia. The current 
class has 205 full-time students 
and 85 part-timers from 36 
states and 28 countries. 

“As the school considers 
change,” Klatell wrote, “we 
remain acutely aware of the 
great traditions we must 
uphold. We all feel a tremen¬ 
dous sense of personal con¬ 
nection to this place and we are 
proud that our master’s pro¬ 
gram remains the gold standard 
of journalism education. 

“We need to remember that 
this school faced similar 
challenges head on, safe¬ 
guarding basic ethical values, 
teaching them new techno¬ 
logies, and helping them to 
understand the complexities of 
our suddenly changed world.” 
The interim dean encourages 
alumni to continue sending 
comments to 

alumniresponse@lists.jrn.col 

umbia.edu 


Philippe Wamba, J-'94, 

died in an automobile accident 
on the road between Nairobi 
and Mombasa, Kenya, on Sept. 
11. Wamba was a well 
respected writer, editor, activist 
and much loved son and friend. 
He was researching his 
second book when he was 
killed; Wamba’s brother was 
seriously hurt. 

Below is an appreciation by 
Frank McCoy, J-’86 that is 
adapted from a message he 
sent this newsletter’s editors: 

I was shocked to read about 
Phillipe Wamba's death in the 
[New York] Times th i s 
morning [Sept. 14]. 

I exclaimed out loud in my 
back yard when I read the 
news. Then I logged on and 
saw Cheryl Devall's e-mail a 
few minutes later. 

Phillipe was top editor at 
Africana.com while I briefly 
had a column there. 

Regretfully, I only met him 
once about two years ago. He 
was a friendly, open guy who 
fought valiantly against the 
bean counters at AOL Time 
Warner to maintain Africana's 
independence and integrity 
after the media behemoth 
swallowed it. 

He lost some of the battles 
but won the respect of all his 
free-lancers and editors and 
kept Africana a good read 
before passing it on to a new 
editor earlier this year 
Wamba was a writer’s editor, 
if I am saying that correctly. 

He wanted crisp, original, 
thought-provoking material and 
inspired us to try to provide it. 
We called each other every 



few months to talk about 
Africa, black journalism, and 
just stuff. He was funny, open, 
curious, and intelligent. But 
everyone who met him 
probably knew that. 

African-America and Africa 
will miss the larger imprint he 
would have made on their 
histories. 

Did you know he was a 2002 
recipient of an Alicia Patterson 
Foundation Fellowship? 

His subject: Africa's next 
generation. 

News like this is a real 
bummer. It is one more reason 
why we should grasp every day 
like we might not have another. 


A memorial service for 
Wamba will be held 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Oct 1, at Columbia 
University Graduate School of 
Journalism in New York. 

The service will be held in the 
World Room of the Journalism 
j Building, just inside the main 
gate to the campus at West 
116th Street and Broadway. 
This service is open to all 
friends, relatives and admirers 
of Wamba. If you would like 
to speak at the service, please 
contact Samuel G. Freedman 
at the Journalism School. The 
school is also in the process 
of putting together a fund for 
a graduation award or 
scholarship that would bear 
Philippe Wamba's name. 

To read more visit 
www.aliciapatterson.org 


People 

Cheryl McCants, ‘99, 

has come back east to New 
Jersey, from Oregon, and says 
she is in the process of re¬ 
launching her business, Impact 
Consulting Enterprises. Visit 
her developmental site at: 
http://takeout.cosmicblender.co 
m/dev/cheryl 

Sandsta Roberts Bell, ‘82, a 


business resource specialist in 
Atlanta, says her story, “Drug 
through the Mud: Overcoming 
Public Humiliation,” will be 
included in “Keeping The 
Faith: Stories of Love, 
Courage, Healing, and Hope 
from Black America,” edited 
by Tavis Smiley. The book, 
due this fall, will feature some 
100 personal accounts of 

Continued on back page 














People STOUIOUW 


Continued 

overcoming obstacles, whether 
related to family, love, faith, 
culture, or country. 

Milton Allimadi, ‘92, 
founder and publisher of the 
the Black Star News, notes that 
newspaper’s new office is 234 
Fifth Ave., New York, NY 
10001. The telephone number 
is 212.481.7745. 

Allimadi is also telling the 
story of how he broke the 
Morgan Stanley/ Christian 
Curry scandal for the first time 
through an online book 
available at 


TIw $W)gr» Alternative Site 
Blaejt Review, Opinion Sr Wee 


www.greatestscoops.com 

In her SeeingBlack.com 
online newsletter (July 24) 
Esther Ive^em, ‘83, assessed 
the June 26-30 American Black 
Film Festival, (formerly the 
Acapulco Black Film Festival) 
in Miami. 

Iverem said she saw lots of 
films that delve into the inner 
mind: “Most noteworthy is 
‘Crazy As Hell,’ a psycho¬ 
logical drama directed by Eriq 


Jobline 

The South Florida Sun- 
Sentinel has a variety of 
openings including Director 
of Photography, Chief of 
Correspondents, Assistant 
Sports Editor/Design, Sports 
columnist and immigration beat 
reporter. Candidates should 
submit a statement of interest 
that identifies the position of 
greatest interest along with a 
resume and samples of work to 
Kathy Pellegrino, Recruitment 
Editor, South Florida Sun- 
Sentinel, 200 E. LasOlas 
Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33301, Fax: 954/356-4609, 
kpellegrino@sun-sentinel.com. 
Further information about 
these openings and others can 

10th Anniversary 

August Press was established in 
1992 in New Jersey. The small 
press is now based in Virginia. It 
published five books including the 
NABJ Story by Wayne Dawkins, 
‘80, Sometimes You Get the Bear 
by Dan Holly, ‘85, and Blackbird 
by Betty Baye, ‘80. 

This month Out of My Mind by 
Elmer Smith is due. 

Visit www.augustpress.net 


be found at www.sun- 
sentinel.com/services/jobs/. 

Come to the Saturday, 

Oct 19 American Society of 
Newspaper Editors minority 
job fais at the Hartford 
Courant in Connecticut. 

Get a jump on the com¬ 
petition in a challenging job 
and internship market. 
Newspapers from throughout 
the region will be on hand to 
recruit. To register for the job 
fair, which will run from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Send a check payable to the 
Hartford Courant for $15 to: 
Jeff Rivers, associate editor 
The Hartford Courant 
285 Broad St. 

Hartford, CT 06115 
The fee, which covers, 
registration, snacks and lunch, 
will double to $30 after Oct. 9. 
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La Salle and starring Michael 
Beach, about a psychiatrist who 
winds up wrestling his own 
demons. ‘Karmen Gei,’ 

Joseph Gai Ramaka's sensual 
and energetic remake of 
‘Carmen’ set in Senegal, does 
not draw huge crowds but well 
represents the continent, along 
with ‘Daresalem,’ by Issa 
Serge Coelo and, ‘Ubuntu's 
Wounds,’ a powerful short 
film about South Africa's Truth 
and Reconciliation Com¬ 
mission process, written and 
directed by Sechaba 
Morojele.” More of Iverem's 
report and reviews can be read 
at www.SeeingBlack.com 


Direct questions to Rivers at 
800.524.4242, ext. 6481, 
or e-mail him at 
Rivers @ Courant.com. 

Florida State University seeks 
a Dean, School of Motion 
Picture, TV & Recording Arts, 
The school operates a profes¬ 
sional film conservatory on the 
graduate level, conferring an 
MFA degree. A full description 
of the school, its facilities, 
faculty and curriculum can be 
found on its web page: 
http://filmschool.fsu.edU/http://fil 
mschool.fsu.edu/. 

Applicants should send a letter 
of interest, curriculum vita, and 
the names of five references 
with addresses, e-mail and 
phone numbers before Oct. 31. 
Nominations and applications 
for this position should be 
submitted to: Dean Jon Piersol, 
Chair of the Film School 
Search Committee 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 32306 

THANK YOU, September 
new and renewing sub¬ 
scribers from Boston; 

New York, N.Y.; Washington, 
D.C. and Upper Montclair, N.J. 
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Let's do l-school dean search on 


n better 

Send outstanding stories 
on race and ethnicity 

If you have produced a 
compelling story on race and 
ethnicity during the past two 
years. The Columbia Graduate 
School of Journalism invites 
you to compete in its fifth 
annual "Let's Do It Better!" 
Workshop program. 

Newspaper stories, projects or 
portfolios can be sent in 
reprints, tear sheets, or 
mounted on legal-size paper. 

Please include a disk copy in 
Word format. 

Tapes should be VHS with a 
transcript. 

Completed application forms 
must include a short bio or 
resume. 

Send entries by Nov. 15 to 
Arlene Morgan, assistant dean 
for continuing education and 
program director, School of 
Journalism, 2950 Broadway, 
Room 705, Columbia 
University, New York, New 
York 10027. 

Winners will be announced in 
January and must be available 
to present their work at the 
expense-paid workshop on 
June 5-8 in New York. 

For more information, consult 
http://www.jm.columbia.edu/ 
workshops. 


hold; taskforce announced 



Back, as a stage play 

Back page 


Columbia University 
President Bollinger has 
selected the members of his 
journalism task force. Interim 
J-School Dean David Klatell 
announced Sept. 23. 

“Lee (Bollinger) consulted 
closely with a number of 
people, including myself, in 
developing the final list, and 
has come up with a group of 
people with whom we can 
work effectively in shaping the 
future of journalism education 
at Columbia, and by extension, 
throughout higher education,” 
said Klatell. 

Bollinger said the Task Force 
will examine what a pre¬ 
eminent school of journalism 
should look like in the 
contemporary world. 

“A critical, but not exclusive, 
question concerns what 
and how future journalists 
should be taught,” he said. 
“The members of the Task 
Force are drawn from the 
faculty, student body, and 
alumni of the Journalism 
School, from faculty in other 
parts of the University, and 
from a highly distinguished 
and thoughtful group of 
individuals in the profession 
or concerned for the 
profession of journalism. 

“I will be chairing the 
commission. I expect our work 
to begin immediately, and my 
hope is that we will conclude 
with a report by the winter. 
“The search committee for a 
new dean will be on hold for 
the present, but I have asked 
Provost Jonathan Cole to work 
with a subcommittee of the full 
search committee to continue 
receiving and considering 
names of potential candidates. 
“I am grateful to all those 
who have helped bring us to 
this important point. And I 
must say I have welcomed the 
wide, and really quite 
extraordinary, debate that has 
been generated on this critically 
important area of our social 
and academic life.” 

The members include: 

• Ken Auletta, Media Critic, The 
New Yorker 


• Vincent Blasi, Professor of 
Law, Columbia University 

• Lou Boccardi, President and 
CEO, Associated Press 

• Alan Brinkley, Professor of 
History, Columbia University 

• Jim Carey, Professor of 
Journalism, Columbia University 

• Charles Eisendrath, Director 
of the Michigan Journalism Fellows 

• Sig Gissler, Professor of 
Journalism, Columbia University 

• Todd Gitlin, Professor of 
Journalism, Columbia University 

• Vartan Gregorian, President of 
the Carnegie Corporation 

• Allison Hoffman, graduate 
student, the Graduate School of 
Journalism 

• Karen Elliot House, Publisher 
of the Wall Street Journal 

• Gwenn Ifill, Correspondent, 

The News Hour with Jim Lehrer 

• Judith Jones, Professor of 
Public Health, Columbia University 

• Nick Lemann, Washington 
Correspondent, The New Yorker 

• Anthony Marx, Professor of 
Political Science, Columbia 
University 

• Sylvia Nasar, Professor of 
Business Journalism, Columbia 
University 

• Victor Navasky, Professor of 
Journalism, Columbia University 

• Michael Oreskes, Assistant 
Managing Editor, New York Times 

• Clarence Page, Columnist, 
Chicago Tribune 

• Lydia Poigreen, Reporter, New 
York Times 

• Anna Quindien, Columnist, 
Newsweek, and novelist 

• Gene Roberts, Professor of 
Journalism, University of Maryland 

• Tom Rosenstiel, Director of 
the Project for Excellence in 
Journalism 

• Steve Shepard, Editor in Chief, 
Business Week 

• Claire Shipman, 

Correspondent, ABC News 

• Susan Spencer, Correspondent, 
CBS News 

• Rick Smith, Chairman & 

CEO, Newsweek 

• Omar Wasow, Executive 
Director, Black Planet.com 

• Bob Woodward, Assistant 
Managing Editor, Washington Post 

Continued on back page 
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The ex-officio members include: 

• Jonathan Cole, Provost, 
Columbia University 

• David Klatell, Acting Dean, 
Graduate School of Journalism, 
Columbia University 

• Sam Freedman, Interim 
Associate Dean, Graduate School of 
Journalism, Columbia University 

• June Massed, Vice President, 
Communications & External 
Affairs, Columbia University. 

Published monthly by Columbia 
University Journalism Alumni 


Out of My Mind 

Elmer Smith 

Most columnists, after two 
or three years of hacking, 
should be taken for a walk 
and pushed off of a pier. 

“Only the rare ones like 
Elmer Smith figure out the 
trick of staying fresh and 
relevant. Elmer writes half 
with his head and half with 
his heart. He comforts and 
provokes. Most importantly, 
he gets off his rump and 
reports, pounding pavement 
and rattling cages in the name 
of social justice. 

“In the end, Elmer Smith’s 
great gift as a columnist is 
his humanity.” 

- Steve Lopez 

Los Angeles Times columnist 

Available now 
from August Press 

www. augustpress. net 
or (800) 268-4338 


'85 alum’s book 
is now on stage 

The stage adaptation of 
Crowns completes three week 
of performances at McCarter 
Theatre in Princeton, N.J. Nov. 
3 then begins a Nov. 5 to Jan. 
5,2003 run of performances 
at Second Stage Theatre in 
Manhattan. 

Crowns is adapted and 
directed by Regina Taylor 
("I'll Fly Away," and "Courage 
Under Fire") and is based on 
the book by Michael 
Cunningham and Craig 
Marberry, ’85. 

Original music by Daryl 
Waters. Choreography by 
Ronald K. Brown 
Second Stage Theatre 
is located at 307 W. 43 St. 
(near Eighth Avenue) 

New York, N.Y. 
www.SecondStageTheatre.com 
For Group tickets contact: 
Caryl Goldsmith at (212) 889- 
4300. Visit Caryl Goldsmith 
online at TheatreParty.com 
Single tickets will be available 
at the Second Stage box office 
(212) 246-4422 and online 
through their web site. 

Nominate your 
classmates ter an 
alumni award 

Spring 2003 is just around 
the comer - you can now 
nominate your classmates and 
colleagues for a 2003 
Columbia University 
Journalism Alumni Award: 
http://www.jrn.columbia.edu 
/alumni/ 

THANK YOU, October 
new and renewing subs¬ 
cribers from Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla.; Philadelphia; New York, 
N.Y.; Forest Hills, N.Y. and 
Cleveland. 


seminar on 
financial journalism 

Who: Bloomberg News 
and the National Association 
of Black Journalists 
What: Media Institute on 
Financial Journalism 
Where: Bloomberg News 
Princeton Bureau at Princeton, 
N.J. 

Why: Improve your skills 
and learn about a career in 
financial journalism 
When: Nov. 15 to 17 



• Breaking Business News 
Bloomberg Managing Editor 
Patrick Chu provides a step- 
by-step process for journalists 
to develop and write original 
business stories. 

• Minding the Numbers 
Former CPA and Bloomberg 
Trainer Tom Contiliano and 
Bloomberg Editor Chuck 
Stevens will use their 
experience to show reporters 
how to find the story behind 
the numbers. 

• Covering the Markets 
How many companies are 
listed on the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average? What does 
it mean when a company issues 
a profit warning? Bloomberg 
Managing Editor Dave Wilson 
and Bloomberg Television 
Anchor Monica Bertran 
provide the answers and more 
during a presentation on 
covering the markets. 

Bonus! 

NABJ Founding member 
Joel Dreyfuss, who is now a 
senior writer at Bloomberg's 
Markets magazine, will 
moderate a panel titled: Selling 
Your Ideas to Your Editor. 

For more information about 
cost and transportation contact 
Warner Williams at 
(301) 445-7100 ext: 113. 
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Alumni create holiday books 
to educate, inspire and entertain 



By Deborah Creighton 


If 2001 was the year we real¬ 
ized the U.S. isn’t immune from 
those who would attack the inno¬ 
cent, then 2002 is the year of 
folly. 

Our colleagues reported on the 
corporate scandals of Enron, 

WorldCom and ImClone, and execu¬ 
tives who cooked the books without 
regard for the consequences of their 
actions. 

The word “terror” took on a whole 
new meaning as President Bush was able 
to expand his “War on Terror” to include 
nations and groups that seemingly had lit 
tie to do with the Sept. 11 attacks. 

No one was immune from the slump¬ 
ing economy. Publishers cut back on 
they decided to print, magazines folded 
and discretionary purchases became even 
more discrete. 

Despite the woes, alums still wrote to 
inspire (James McBride, ’80), to educate 
(Lynne Duke, ’85) and to do nothing 
more than to help us escape (Valerie 
Wilson Wesley, ’82) from the daily grind. 

We thank them for their continuing ded 
ication. 

In Always True to You in My 
Fashion (HarperCollins $23.95), 

Valerie Wilson Wesley presents us 
with four people - one man, and the 
three women who think they love 
him- who have a lot of growing up to 
do, and address the fantasies that drive 
them. By the time the final page is 
turned, “Each ... will finally know the true 
meaning of the peace that comes with for¬ 
giveness.” 

Wilson Wesley is also the author of 
the long-running Tamara Hayle mysteries, 
including The Devil Riding and When 
Death Conies Stealing. She is also the 


author of the award-winning Ain’t 
Nobody’s Business If I Do. 

Miracle at St. Anna, by James 
McBride is based on the a massacre at the 
site of St. Anna Di Stazzema, a small vil¬ 
lage in Tuscany, and on the experiences of 
Buffalo soldiers from the 92nd Division in 
Italy during World War II, Miracle of St. 
Anna is a revelatory look at war’s cruelty, 
passion and heroism. This is the story of 
four Black soldiers, a group of partisans, 
and an Italian boy who encounter a mira¬ 
cle. (Softcover available January 2003, 
$14. Riverhead Books, ISBN: 
1573229717). 

In her drive to explore, understand and 
report on issues in Africa not gen¬ 
erally covered by the foreign 
press, Washington Post corre¬ 
spondent Lynne Duke traveled 
throughout the continent to 
Johannesburg, Congo/Zaire and 
Gambia interviewing everyone from 
ptains of industry to tribal leaders to 
.emment officials. 

The result is Mandela, Mobutu, and 
Me, an account of the devastation 
Mobutu Sese Seko and Laurent Kabila left 
on Congo/Zaire after their dictatorships 
and the positive leadership of Nelson 
Mandela on the region. Charlayne Hunter- 
Gault says, “ Mandela, Mobutu, and Me 
will engage anyone with a sense of adven¬ 
ture and a curiosity about a much- 
maligned continent.” (Available January 
2003, $24. Doubleday, ISBN: 

0385503989) 

Project Girl wasn’t just an autobiogra¬ 
phy for Janet McDonald, ’84, but seem¬ 
ingly a point of departure for her series of 
inspirational young adult novels set, where 
else, but the projects. In Chill Wind 
(Farrar, Straus & Giroux, $16), follow the 
twists and turns of 19-year-old protagonist 


See BOOKS on page 4 
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An appreciation 

Former student recalls professor’s courageousness 


By Keith Rushing 


Poor and working class folks lost a war¬ 
rior for their causes when U.S. Sen. Paul 
Wellstone, D-Minn., died along with his 
wife and daughter in 
a plane crash on Oct. 

25. 

Wellstone, 58, was 
one of my former 
professors at Carleton 
College, the under¬ 
graduate school I 
graduated from in 
1987. He taught 
political science at 
Carleton for many 
years before running 
for the Senate in 



1990 Paul Wellstone 

I got to know 

Wellstone, who we all ailed Paul, outside 
of class because he was one of a handful 
of professors who stood up in the mid- 
1980s to oppose Carleton's investment in 
companies that did business in South 
Africa. 

Wellstone praised an essay that I wrote 
and read it at a rally to support the divest¬ 
ment struggle, which meant a lot to me as 
an aspiring writer. 

The divestment issue was by far the 
most divisive issue on cafnpus during by 
college years. There were times when 
some students thought their activism 
would get them arrested or expelled. 
Wellstone supported us throughout the 
divestment effort. 

He stood up for principle and spoke out 
when others refused to. In Minnesota he 
would walk picket lines with striking 
laborers. He’d help them organize for bet¬ 
ter wages and safer working conditions. 

Wellstone even supported striking col¬ 
lege workers’ demands for higher wages 
at Carleton. 

He faced the loss of his teaching contract 


years before I started at Carleton but the 
decision was reversed after student 
protests. People still talked about his 
struggle for his job nearly a decade later 
when I was at Carleton. 

Wellstone taught in an unconventional 
way. A class I took on 20th century social 
protest movements was more of a work¬ 
shop for student activists than a traditional 
political science class. We sat in kind of a 
scattered circle instead of the typical rows 
and columns. Wellstone shared experi¬ 
ences he faced as an anti-war movement 
activist during the Vietnam War era. He 
talked about movements to fight racism 
and Jim Crow segregation. 

Wellstone was friendly, talkative and full 
of energy. Whenever you passed by his 
office, he seemed to be doing two or three 
things at once. He might be laughing and 
talking on the phone while writing a letter. 
If he saw you in the doorway, he’d beckon 
to you to have a seat and talk with him. 

Wellstone continued his advocacy as co¬ 
chair of Jesse Jackson’s 1988 presidential 
run. He was an advocate for human rights 
in China and pushed for fairer trade poli¬ 
cies with African nations. 

Wellstone had an unusual mix of pas¬ 
sion, courage, dogged determination and 
down-to-earth friendliness that made him 
an important activist for the disadvan¬ 
taged. I deeply respected his commitment 
because I was only a generation removed 
from poverty. My grandparents were 
maids, cooks, factory workers and labor¬ 
ers who struggled for a better living. 

Unfortunately, Wellstone can’t fight 
those battles anymore. But his legacy of 
struggling for decent wages, better 
schools and safer working conditions will 
continue because millions share his 
vision. Anyone who cares about those 
who are disadvantaged will always be 
able to look to Wellstone for inspiration. 

Rushing, ’90, is a reporter with the 
Daily Press in Hampton Roads, Va. 


Nominate classmates for an alumni award 

Spring 2003 is just around the comer. You can now nominate your classmates and 
colleagues for a 2003 Columbia University Journalism Alumni Award: 
http://www.jm.columbia.edu/alumni/. 

Close the gap 

Alumni are raising money to establish funding for a student who has loans, grants, 
scholarships and has saved for school, but still needs help. We are in the third year of 
raising $25,000 for an endowed Black Alumni Network scholarship to assist students. 
Alumni are urged to give and have their companies (where available) match their gifts. 
Contact Angela Chatman, ’77, at AngChat51 @aol.com. 


Faculty Positions 

Temple University 
Department of Journalism, 
Public Relations and 
Advertising 

The ACEJMC-accredited Department 
of Journalism, Public Relations and 
Advertising (JPRA) at Temple University 
invites applications and nominations for 
two one-year renewable professional fac¬ 
ulty positions at the assistant professor 
rank beginning August 2003. Now cele¬ 
brating its 75th anniversary, the JPRA 
department has more than 1,000 under¬ 
graduate majors and 90 master’s stu¬ 
dents in its advertising, broadcast jour¬ 
nalism, magazine, multi-media, news- 
editorial, photography and public rela¬ 
tions sequences. 

Position #1: Successful candidate 
will teach magazine writing, editing, 
design and/or production courses 
and must have a strong professional 
background in magazine journalism, 
especially writing. Master’s degree 
preferred. Design knowledge ex¬ 
perience is a plus. Some teaching 
experience is desirable. 

Position #2: Successful candidate 
will teach broadcast news writing, 
reporting, producing and performance 
courses and should have knowledge of 
the converged electronic newsroom. 
Master’s degree preferred. For both posi¬ 
tions, the department is especially inter¬ 
ested in individuals whose profes¬ 
sional experience matches the current 
and future focus of the department’s 
undergraduate and graduate curricula 
emphasizing urban journalism. A desire 
to teach and advise our diverse student 
population is a must. Applicants should 
submit: (1) a cover letter indicating inter¬ 
est in the position and relevant profes¬ 
sional background, including any experi¬ 
ence with diversity issues; (2) a resume; 
(3) a statement of teaching interests/phi¬ 
losophy; and (4) the names, addresses, 
telephone numbers and e-mail address¬ 
es of at least three references. 

Mail application materials to Carolyn 
Kitch, Chair, Search Committee, 
Department of Journalism, Public 
Relations and Advertising, 

Temple University, 2020 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19122. 

All applications must be postmarked 
bv Monday January 6. 2003 . 

Temple University is an Affirmative 

Action/Equal Opportunity Institution. 
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Jobline 


Diversity Institute 
and NCEW to host 
writers’ seminar 

The eighth annual Minority Writers 
Seminar to encourage experienced 
minority journalists to make a career move 
to opinion writing is May 1-4, 2003 in 
Nashville. 

Sponsored by the National Conference 
of Editorial Writers Foundation in 
partnership with Freedom Forum Diversity 
Institute at Vanderbilt University, 
the seminar explores the nuts-and-bolts of 
the profession with experienced 
opinion writers. 

Participants attend simulated editorial 
board meetings, write editorials, and have 
them critiqued by veteran members of the 
National Conference of Editorial Writers. 

The program also includes keynote 
addresses from nationally known speakers, 
a panel of experienced writers who’ve 
made the move to opinion writing, and an 
interactive presentation on “Getting your 
Word’s Worth” from Rick Horowitz, a 
writing coach, and syndicated columnist. 

Lodging and food at the seminar are 
covered; participants provide only their 
own transportation to and from Nashville. 

Participants can include opinion writers 
with less than one year’s experience. 

Enrollment is limited to 16, and applica¬ 
tions must be received by March 14, 2003. 

Candidates may get an application from 
NCEW’s web site http://www.ncew.org or 
by calling NCEW Headquarters at 
(717) 703-3015. 
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The South Florida Sun-Sentinel is 
looking for an experienced business 
reporter to cover the retail and consumer 
products beat. It is one of the highest pro¬ 
file business beats in one of the hottest 
news markets in the USA. 

Retail is one of the primary engines of 
South Florida’s economy. The greater 

Fort Lauderdale/Boca Raton area leads 
the nation in per-capita retail sales and is 
among the top markets in total retail sales. 
The retail/consumer products beat includes 
many of the highest-profile publicly held 
companies in the area, including 
AutoNation, Sunbeam, Office Depot, 
Sports Authority and others, as well as 
reporting on retail trends and issues in one 
of the nation’s top retail markets. This is a 
very competitive beat that offers a lot of 
opportunity for enterprise stories. Strong 
beat reporting skills, familiarity with 
financial statements, an eye for unusual 
news features and a deft writing style are 
required - multimedia skills and ability to 
speak Spanish are a plus. Submit a resume 
and clips ASAP to Gail DeGeorge, busi¬ 
ness editor, 200 E. Las Olas Blvd., Fort 
Lauderdale, FL 33301, or e-mail 
gdegeorge @ sun-sentinel.com 

***** 

The Daily Press in Newport News, Va., 
(95,000) seeks a reporter for its Justice 
Team (crime and courts). Contact Bob 
Evans, gathering editor, or Holly 
Roberson, justice team editor. Write to 
7505 Warwick Blvd., Newport News, VA 
23607 or visit http://www.dailypress.com 

***** 

Minnesota Public Radio has an open¬ 
ing in January 2003 for an experienced 
web site producer for its award-winning 
program “First Person - Speaking of 
Faith.” Currently produced monthly, the 
program will move to weekly production 
in April and is seeking to complete its 
staffing team. Send cover letter and 
resume to: Minnesota Public Radio, c/o 
APM Human Resources (245); 

45 E. Seventh St., St. Paul, MN 55101 or 
e-mail to jobs@mpr.org 


Gannett Newspapers, a group of 95 
dailies in America, offers many newsroom 
opportunities. For a list of jobs, go to: 
http://www.gannett.com/job/job.htm 

***** 

Newsday, a Pulitzer-Prize winning daily 
with 560,000 circulation, 650,000 Sunday, 
is looking for editors who can make sure 
that copy is clear, concise and balanced. If 
you have good line-editing skills, can 
write compelling headlines and are inter¬ 
ested in working in an operation with high 
standards, please send a letter and resume 
to: Tim Healy, executive news editor, 
Newsday, 235 Pinelawn Road, Melville, 
NY 11747-4250; Phone: (631) 843-4647 

***** 

The Record, Hackensack, N.J., has full¬ 
time openings for municipal reporters. 
Applicants should have three years’ 
municipal reporting experience at a daily 
newspaper. If you are interested in work¬ 
ing at a newspaper that haswon seven gen¬ 
eral excellence awards, send a letter 
explaining why you want the job and what 
you can offer, a resume with work history 
and accomplishments, and copies of your 
best clips and/or news editing examples 
to: Douglas Clancy, assistant managing 
editor, The Record, 150 River St., 
Hackensack, NJ 07601 


The Herald News, a 38,500-circulation 
daily in northeastern New Jersey, is look¬ 
ing for a news reporter who is committed 
to excellence and enterprise as we create a 
new newspaper for our vibrant, multicul¬ 
tural community. You will cover the 
waterfront in communities ranging from 
gritty urban to bucolic. We want a story¬ 
teller who can uncover as well as cover 
news. Should have one year experience at 
a daily newspaper or a graduate journal¬ 
ism degree; fluency in Spanish is a plus. 
Send a resume, references, salary history 
and work samples to: Stephen McCarthy, 
managing editor/ assignment. Herald 
News, P.O. Box 471, West Paterson, NJ 
07424; mccarthys@northjersey.com 


| THANK YOU, November new and 
I renewing subscribers from 

j Washington, D.C. [2]} San Jose, Calif.; 
i Chicago and Louisville, Ky. 
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Aisha Ingram, who must find work or be 
doomed to participate in New York's 
workfare program. “It’s the truth of the 
characters and their talk (without obsceni¬ 
ty) and the energy of the neighborhood,” a 
neighborhood too seldom depicted in YA 
(Young Adult) books “that will grab read¬ 
ers from everywhere,” Booklist said in a 
starred review. ( Project Girl is available in 
paperback from Farrar Straus & Giroux; 
w w w.proj ectgirl .com) 

Yolanda Joe, ’85, writing under the 
name Ardella Garland, uses her more than 
10 years experience in broadcast journal¬ 
ism brings us two mysteries with crime¬ 
solving investigative reporter Georgia 
Barnett will soon be available. Hit Time 
(Simon & Schuster, $21) and the paper¬ 
back edition of Details at Ten (Pocket 
Books, $6.99), set in a fictional Chicago 
station. 

Two years ago Michael Cunningham 
and Craig Marberry, ’85, brought us 
Crowns: Portraits of Black Women in 
Church Hats (Doubleday, $27.50), a bril¬ 
liant depiction of black-and-white photo¬ 
graphs and essays celebrating women who 
consider themselves not properly dressed 
for church without a hat. The celebrated 
book was turned into a 2002 wall calen¬ 
dar, complete with inspiration stories, and 
can now be seen off-Broadway through 
Jan. 5 at the Second Stage Theatre in New 
York with Tony-award winning actress 
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and my personal favorite Lillias White. 
(www.secondstagetheatre.com/crowns.html) 
What we said last year: McBride has 
written extensively on his family and he 
takes the time to introduce us to others in 
his the prologue for FAMILY: A 
Celebration of Humanity. FAMILY is one 
of three titles from the photo exhibit 
“Moments of Intimacy, Laughter and 
Kinship (M.I.L.K.)” organized by New 
Zealand publisher Geoff Blackwell. The 
100-plus images chronicle family life: the 
loving, the fighting, the laughter, joy, sor¬ 
row, the mundane and the perfectly inane, 
offering up hope and redemption. 

(William Morrow, March 2001, hardcover, 
$50.) Also by McBride, The Color of 
Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White 
Mother. (Riverhead Books) 

A’lelia Bundles, ’76, breathed new life 
into legacy of entrepreneur Madam C.J. 


Walker, her great-great-grandmother in On 
Her Own Ground: The Life and Times of 
Madam C.J. Walker. Not content with cre¬ 
ating and running a successful hair-prod¬ 
uct company, the child of slaves gave 
Black women job options other than maid, 
cook or washwoman. (Washington Square 
Press) 

And check out Pearl’s Secret: A Black 
Man’s Search for His White Family by 
Neil Henry, ’78. What started with a letter 
and a photograph, turned into a journey 
that culminated in the documentation of 
Henry’s white branch of his family. 
(University of California Press) 

Creighton, ’97, is an online editor for The 
Wall Street Journal Online. She is also the 
editor of The Festering Season and Digital 
Prepress for Comic Books both by Kevin 
Tinsley and available at 
www.stickmangraphics.com. 


Our alumni network goes digital 


\ Black Alumni Network newsletter 
I became a multimedia vehicle by enter- 
| ing cyberspace on Friday, Nov. 1. 

| Columbia University Graduate School 
| of Journalism offered us web site space, 

| http://www.jm.columbia.edu/alumni/ser- 
| vices/ban/index.asp. Readers now have 
| the option to view the newsletter online 
i using Adobe Acrobat reader software, 
j Because of the new online presence, 

| within 48 hours we heard from about a 
| dozen alumni wanting more information 
I and asking to subscribe to our monthly 


hard copy issues. 

Praise goes to Deborah Creighton,’97, 
for lobbying since summer 2000 for an 
online edition and thanks go to Andrew 
W. Cooper of the Journalism Alumni 
Office for inviting us to come online. 

At age 22, the 2- to 4-page monthly 
newsletter is still our primary communi¬ 
cator. Our subscription rates remain low, 
even deflated. 

Support us as we evolve. 

- Wayne J. Dawkins, ’80, editor 
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